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Series III – What Child is This?
At the beginning of this discussion, we spoke of Normal Nihilism, which
as we said is a confusing term, but a simple concept. In the world
around us it is normal for people to think in terms of nothingness. Or
said differently, in more common phrases that you might hear or even
think, “Why does anything matter?” or “What difference do I make?”
or “What’s the point of all this?”
Last time, we spoke a bit about Fearing God as the beginning of
wisdom. That God will come to judge the world means two things.
One, eternal life, and then two, damnation. It’s a bit then scary to wish
that Christ would return, because it means eternity solidified, and it’s
bad for likely many people we love. But fear of God then serves as a
lens to focus, as a daily reminder that all our tasks are meaningful.
This Month…a Manger and Wisdom Personified.
A Bit of a Stereotype
What good it church? If you ask around you might encounter this
notion quite a bit. Why go to church? It’s not like anyone is forcing
you. It’s not like your life immediately falls apart if you don’t. It
might even be true, that that neighbor near you, who has never entered
church, seems to be or might even really be living a richer/better life
than you do. Why go to church?
When I grew up in Minnesota people knew people’s boats like here in
Humboldt people know people’s cars. You could see a boat sitting on
the water, and then from afar, without being able to see the person
know that they were out fishing. The church where I grew up was also
located along a lake. There was some good fishing right outside of the
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church. Driving into church you’d see members out fishing. Why are
they there, and why are you going to church? Why go to church? Why
not just go fishing? After all God made everything, right? And this
creation is His, and there is beauty out there in fishing, or hunting, or
walking, or in…(fill in your own specific brand of good). Why go to
church?

What Child is This?
In the same church listed above, I can remember a solo on Christmas
where the song was “What Child is This.” The song lyric above has
with it a bit of mystery. It elaborates correctly that the identity of the
child isn’t known. There’s a bit of fanfare, angels and shepherds,
there’s revelations and angels, and there’s the familiar Christmas story.
But the identity of Jesus isn’t really known. He’s not really known.
And strange enough, even after his cross and ascension, He’s even then
not known by all.
There is genuine irony as Jesus’ story plays out. Jesus isn’t known.
Why do you go to church? Maybe there is truth in the fact that we go
to church to understand Jesus better, to know what child is this. But
there is more too.

Fear of the Lord that moves toward Wisdom
If last month we said that fearing God is the beginning of wisdom.
Fear of the Lord might have some basis for why we go to church. God
is something to be feared/respected/loved. But it’s also deeper. This
month we ponder not the beginning of wisdom…but the embodiment of
it. This IS Christmas.
Wisdom embodied is strange. It might be common to describe
someone as ‘wise’ or ‘smart’, but it’s all together a different thing to
describe someone as “the wisdom of God.” Jesus is described in just
such terms – you might not want to miss that. But many do. For not
only is Jesus described as ‘wisdom’, but also He is described as
“foolishness.”
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Jesus as the Embodiment of Wisdom
Corinthians chapter 1 says this about Jesus being wisdom, “For Jews
demand signs and Greeks seek wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified,
a stumbling block to Jews and folly to Gentiles, but to those who are
called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom
of God.”
The glory and the mystery of Christmas is that God’s wisdom is made
flesh. It might be a good thing to hear the teaching of wisdom made
flesh. It might be a good thing to hear the words of Jesus. Church
makes you wise unto salvation, wise unto Christ.
But Many Miss it…or View Jesus as Foolish
1 Cor. 1:18 states, “For the word of the cross is folly to those who are
perishing.” And the opening prologue of the Book of John states, “The
light shines in the darkness, but the darkness has not understood it.”
Jesus and the cross then are foolish? Maybe. It depends where you
stand on who Jesus is. He can seem, to some, very foolish.
Through it all Jesus is divisive. You might think good of Jesus. Your
neighbors might think different. You might think He is wise. Your
neighbors might not.

Jesus Brings Not Peace (by worldly standards), but a Sword
Matthew 10 warns, “Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the
earth. I have not come to bring peace, but a sword. For I have come to
set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a
daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law. And a person's enemies
will be those of his own household. Whoever loves father or mother
more than me is not worthy of me, and whoever loves son or daughter
more than me is not worthy of me. And whoever does not take his
cross and follow me is not worthy of me. Whoever finds his life will
lose it, and whoever loses his life for my sake will find it.”
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Why come to church? Certainly, it is not for peace according to
worldly standards. Come to church and the world and your values
might flip on their head. Come to church, and you might think
differently than neighbors, or friends, or loved ones. It might change
you, mold you, shape you in an image not your own…but instead His.

Where is wisdom?
The Christmas season seems to almost force an outcome. Where is
wisdom? If it’s embodied in Christ, it would certainly make sense to
gathering around His manager, His Church, around his Sacraments,
around His forgiveness, around His love, around His people, and
eventually around eternity with Him.

As such, Merry Christmas! God is with us!
Blessings to you,
Pastor Aaron

Next in the series, a peculiarly Lutheran way of looking at discovery of
Jesus.
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ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Sunday & Midweek
11-26/27

1st Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion
“Your King Is Coming!”

11-30

Midweek I – “The Gift of Hope”
– The people of Israel waited in hope for the promised
Messiah. We now wait in hope for His return on the Last
Day.

Supper: LYC
12-3/4

2nd Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion
“Prepare for Christ: Repent! Live! Bear Fruit!

12-7

Midweek II – “The Gift of Love”
– The steadfast love of God is revealed in the gift of His Son.
As the redeemed people of God, we share His love with
others.

Supper: Evangelism Board
12-10/11

3rd Sunday in Advent – Installation of Officers
“The Coming One?”

12-14

Midweek III – “The Gift of Peace”
– In Christ Jesus we have peace with God. We now share
that good news of peace with the world.

Supper: LWML
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ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE CONTINUED
12-17/18

4th Sunday in Advent
“God with Us . . . and His Name Is Jesus

12-18

S.S. Children’s Christmas Service – 6:30 p.m.

12-21

Midweek IV – “The Gift of Life”
– Through faith in Jesus we have forgiveness and life, a life
of love and service now in His name and eternal life in His
presence.

Supper:
12-24

Christmas Eve Service – 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service – 11:00 p.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated

12-25

Christmas Day Service – 9:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated
10:30 a.m. – Jesus’ Birthday Cake

12-31

New Year’s Eve Worship – 6:00 p.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated

1-1

New Year’s Day Worship – 10:00 a.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated
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2016 ADVENT SUPPERS
This year will be four Midweek Advent Services, November 30,
December 7, 14 and 21. The services will be preceded by a supper
served by one of Zion’s boards or organizations. The menu will vary,
with each group determining what they will serve. A free will offering
will be received and go toward a project designated by the serving
group. The suppers will begin at 5:30 p.m. (note time change). This is
a time for fellowship as we prepare to worship. The schedule includes:
November 30
LYC
December 7
Evangelism Board
December 14
LWML
December 21
Open
You are encouraged to join your Brothers and Sisters in Christ for
Christian fellowship and a fine meal together.

NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP
You are invited and encouraged to join us on New Year’s Eve as we
celebrate the blessings of 2016 and look forward to God’s blessing
2017. We will gather together for worship on Saturday evening,
December 31 at 6:00 p.m. and New Year’s Day, January 1 at 10:00
a.m. Holy Communion will also be celebrated during this worship as
we prepare for the coming year. Join us and invite a neighbor or friend
who may not have a church home.
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December 11, 2016 – 3:00 p.m.
“Remembering Our Angels” is a “Service of Remembrance” sponsored
by the Mason – Lindhart Funeral Home and will be held at Zion on
December 11, 2016 at 3:00 p.m. This service is a time to remember
those in our community who have died during the past year. They and
their families will be recognized during this special service. During
this season it is good to know that a loved one and those who are
grieving are not forgotten.
The service will include hymns, Zion’s Adult Choir, with Pastor
Raether asked to deliver a brief message. There will be a listing of
those who have died during the past year. A time for refreshments,
fellowship and sharing will take place following the service and be held
in the Fellowship Hall. We encourage you to join us for this special
and moving service as you continue to demonstrate your compassion
and the love of Christ.
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BIBLE STUDIES AT ZION
The study of God’s Word is essential to spiritual growth. Zion
continues to offer a number of different Bible Studies throughout the
week. You are welcome to join in any of the following Bible studies.
8:45 A.M. SUNDAY MORNING ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE
STUDIES
The Account of the Acts of the Apostles – or better said simpler
The BOOK OF ACTS Bible Study:
Pastor Aaron continues this study in the Chapel. On days when
the contemporary service meets (usually the first Sunday of the
month), Vic Meyer will lead the study. The book of Acts offers
an exciting glimpse into early Church history. God then was
moving in amazing ways. Please join us for this study as we
glean insights into the history of the Church, as well as
guidance and help for our own daily walk with Jesus.
Sunday Morning Adult Bible Study held in Room W17 will begin a
'Journey to Christmas', which follows 5 diverse people as they
travel to the Holy Land to discover the true meaning of
Christmas. Please join us for these unique studies during these
holiday times at 8:45 a.m. on Sundays. These studies will be
led by Judy Gronbach. (We will not have class on December 4
as that week is the Contemporary Service)
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY – The youth meet for Bible Study in the
Youth Room over the kitchen every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. The
topic varies from week to week centering on the issues that
affect our young people and strengthening their faith.
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OTHER BIBLE STUDIES:
LIFE LIGHT – Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m.
Life Light will resume on Tuesday, January 10 with a study of
the “End Times”.
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will be concluding their
current study on December 6 and will be taking a break until
they begin in January. Watch for further details!
WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study continues to
examine the “Hard Sayings of Jesus.” This Bible study
examines some of Jesus' more controversial or confusing
statements and helps reveal the profound truth they contain.
Topics include: Does Jesus Contradict Himself”, “Unbelievable
Faith,” “Be Like Snakes!” “Pearls Before Swine and Bread to
Dogs,” and “Words from a Hard Place.” We meet in the
Narthex next to the office.

The Men’s Bible Breakfast will meet on Saturday, December 17 at 7:00
a.m. at Millers Landing. We meet at Millers Landing and enjoy
breakfast ordered from the menu. This will be our Christmas Breakfast
and wives are invited to attend. There will be a special study on the
Christmas story or season led by Pastor Aaron. Join us as we celebrate
the birth of our Lord and Savior.
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 14, 2016 - 8:00 p.m.
_________________________________________________________
The November 14, 2016 meeting of the Zion Lutheran Church Council
was called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Jim Helvick. There were
8 members present with one guest.
Pastor Aaron opened the meeting with prayer. The minutes of the
October 10, 2016 meeting were approved as printed.
REPORTS:
Stewardship: Pastor Aaron reported that the Stewardship Board will
meet in December, after the congregational election, to set up a
schedule for 2017.
Education: Pastor Aaron reported that the Christmas program is being
planned. Angela Naeve requested to not lead the program. Kristy
Smith has expressed interest and will be working with the members of
the Board of Education to put the program together.
Evangelism: Pastor Aaron reported that the Evangelism Board will be
serving pie/desserts following the Thanksgiving Eve service on
November 23.
LWML: Joyce Thompson reported that they have chosen the charities
that the proceeds from the Gemütlichkeit Luncheon, to be held on
December 3, 2016, will fund.
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Youth Board: Pastor Aaron reported that the LYC will be going to the
Youth Conference in Des Moines the weekend of November 18-20.
They will return and serve the Senior Citizen Thanksgiving Supper on
November 20, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. They will also be hosting the Advent
supper on November 30. The JLYC will be having a spaghetti and
meatball supper and fun night prior to Confirmation on November 16,
2016.
MSC Treasurer: Treasurer Tim McCartan presented the Treasurer’s
report. Fred Arndt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as
printed. Jean Wredt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
MSC Financial Secretary: Jean Wredt presented the Financial
Secretary’s report. Tim McCartan made a motion to accept the
Financial Secretary’s report as printed. Jim Arndt seconded the
motion. Motion carried.
Trustees: Pastor Aaron reported that the Trustees will be replacing the
light bulbs in the sanctuary with LED bulbs. $784.00 will be the cost
of these new bulbs. They are working on the renovation of the Senior
Pastor’s office. They are also looking at updating the lighted sign by
the street in front of the church.
Elders: Jim Arndt reported that they are waiting for the papers, so they
can fill them out, to place a call for a student from the Seminary. They
will be meeting IDW President Steve Turner on November 28.
Pastor Aaron: Pastor Aaron reported that a concert by Dave Anderson
& Roger Walck will be presented at Zion on Friday, November 18 at
6:00 p.m. Refreshments will be served following the concert. A
“Service of Remembrance”, sponsored by the Mason-Lindhart Funeral
Home will be held at 3:00 p.m. on December 11, here at Zion. This
service recognizes those loved ones who have been called home to be
with the Lord during this past year. Refreshments will be served in the
Fellowship Hall following the service.
MSC Unfinished Business: Tim McCartan made a motion to accept
the printed ballot for the congregational election to be held on
December 3 & 4, 2016. Fred Arndt seconded the motion. Motion
carried.
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New Business: Guest, Carole White from IDW LCEF gave a brief
report. The newest financial institution of the Synod is the Lutheran
Federal Credit Union. If you are interested in more information about
this, contact Carole White, IDW LCEF.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:29 p.m. We
closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Secretary

The 2016 Congregation Elections will be held before and after worship
services on December 3 and 4. All communicant members of Zion
who are 18 years of age and older are voting members and can vote. A
slate of candidates can be found in this newsletter and has been posted
on the bulletin board in the Narthex. You can cast your ballot by going
to the Narthex on Saturday Night or Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
signing in and receiving your ballot. The Nominating Committee will
oversee the balloting and answer any of your questions. Candidates
will be notified of the election results by letter the first part of the week,
with the results published in the bulletin on December 10 and 11.
Please take time to review the candidates and then vote on December 3
or 4. Newly elected officers will be installed during the Worship
Service on December 11.
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POINSETTIAS FOR ZION’S CHRISTMAS
The Evangelism Board wishes to thank everyone who purchased
Poinsettias to be used in the Sanctuary during the Advent and
Christmas season. Poinsettias add beauty to our Sanctuary and worship
as we celebrate our Lord’s birth.

55 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were completed and sent on
their way to the hands of little ones around the world! Thank you to
everyone for the contributions of money, boxes and prayers!! God will
use this ministry to allow more children to come closer to Him!

The Humboldt County Genealogical Society continues to sell the
Humboldt High School Alumni Albums. They make great Christmas
gifts. Supplies are limited. They are available at Bank Iowa, US Bank,
Smith Realty, Abens-Marty-Curran Agency, Gail Smith (368-1799)
and the Museum next summer.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING
'Sing a joyful noise unto the Lord' on Thursday, December 11 by
caroling with Zion members! We'll be meeting in the west entrance to
the Fellowship Hall at 4:45 p.m. and proceeding to the North Care
Center (5:00), South Care Center (5:30) and long-term care unit (6:00)
finishing at Springvale (6:30 & 6:45 – north side – then south side).
Bring your Santa hats, jingle bells and friends and join in for a couple
hours of fun! Call Judy (890-1133) for more details!

CHRISTMAS CONCERT
The Pocahontas Community Band will be presenting a special Christmas
Concert in Zion’s Fellowship Hall on Tuesday, December 20 at 7:30 p.m.
The 35 piece band is composed of players from a nine-county area and
directed by longtime Humboldt Community Chorus/Big Band drummer,
Roland Jensen. Expect an entertaining night of great music, laughter, and
memories to celebrate the Christmas Season. Come early and enjoy the
Preshow at 7:10 by the “Cracked Reeds” Saxophone Quartet of Judy
Konecne, Cindy Johnson, Katherine Simpson and Julia Rolston. Featured
vocalist will be Roger Netz of Manson on “Let There Be Peace on Earth” and
an audience Sing-along. A 5-piece Dixieland Group will make an
appearance. Admission is FREE, but donations will be accepted to offset
concert expenses. Bank Iowa is sponsoring a Cookie and Coffee Fellowship
following the concert. Come enjoy the sounds of Christmas and fellowship!
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God Bless you throughout the Advent and Christmas Season!!!! The
CD ministry delivers Cd’s and bulletins every week to our shut-ins. If
you need a CD or know of someone who does, please call the church
office at 332-3279 or me.
In Christ's Service,
Loretta Grebner – 332-3806

The January Newsletter deadline will be Tuesday, December 16th at
noon Please turn your items in by the 16th. Thank you.
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ZION LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
“Silent Night, Holy Night” is our theme for this year’s Children’s
Christmas Service. Come celebrate the Christmas Story with us! Our
practice schedule is listed below. Thanks for bringing your children to
the practices and Sunday school as we will be learning songs for our
service. If you will not be able to join us for the Christmas program,
please let your teacher or the office know, so we can plan accordingly
for speaking parts. We greatly enjoy working with your child and look
forward to a wonderful celebration!
Practice schedule for Sunday School Children’s Service:
(Each Sunday morning during Sunday School music)
Saturday, December 10 – 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 17 – 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 18 – Sunday School – Dress rehearsal for Service
Sunday, December 18 – 6:30 p.m. SS Children’s Christmas Service

DONATIONS NEEDED FOR SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS SERVICE CANDY BAGS
The Board of Education is seeking donations for the bags of candy
given to the children following the Sunday School Christmas Service
on Sunday, December 18. Anyone who wishes to make a candy or
monetary donation may do so before Wednesday, December 14. This
will give the Board time to buy supplemental candy if needed. Please
leave your donations in the church office. Monetary donations may
also be placed in the offering plate, please put in an envelope marked
SS Candy Bags along with your offering envelope number. The Board
will be putting the bags together the morning of December 18.
THANK YOU FOR YOUR DONATIONS!
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LFS BLUE OFFERING BAGS
A family advent calendar is being sent home, along with a Lutheran
Family Service blue bag offering, with the Sunday School children on
December 4. Take a few minutes during this busy holiday season to
use this devotional tool and come together as a family as you celebrate
the coming birth of our Savior. The blue bag offering bag should be
returned the night of the Children’s Christmas Service on December
18. Please tie the bags loosely and not in a knot so they can be reused
next year.

YOUTH GROUP NEWS

LYC:
On November 20-22 the LYCers and 2 counselors embarked on a trip
to Des Moines for the Iowa District West Youth Gathering. The theme
of the event was Still Standing and it took place at the Embassy Suites.
Returning home quickly from the gathering, the LYC served the
Thanksgiving Dinner for the ‘over 70’ members of the congregation on
November 22. The entertainment that night was provided by youth in
the form of Bunco. Thank you to all the youth for working the event
and for all the adults for attending.
This December the LYC will host the first Advent meal on November
30 at 5:30 p.m.
Youth, please feel free to join the group on Sunday mornings at 8:45
a.m. in the youth room.
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JR. LYC:
Jr. LYC met in the fellowship hall on November 16 at 5:30 p.m. for a
fun meal of spaghetti and meatballs, for a bunch of games including
Family Feud, and for a lot of fun. The event took place before
Confirmation and other similar events will periodically happen for the
rest of the year.
Planning is in the works for a caroling event in December.
Script Cards as gifts!
Jr. LYC has been doing a fundraiser using Scrip cards. They are
always for sale in the church office, but also we are selling them after
church on the first and third Sunday of the month. We are doing script
cards through Caseys, Hy-Vee, and Fareway. Proceeds go toward
funding the adventures of the group.
Consider buying some cards as Christmas gifts or, some people even
use the card for budgeting and for known monthly expenses.
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2016 BALLOT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, HUMBOLDT, IOWA
President (One year term; must be a male voting member)
Jim Helvick*
Vice President (One year term; must be a male voting member)
Fred Arndt*
Secretary (One year term)
____ Marilyn Kuehnast*
Treasurer (Two year term)
Tim McCartan*
Assistant Financial Secretary (Two year term, second year becomes
Financial Secretary)
____ Marian Anderson
Board of Elders (Elect 4 to a three year term; must be a male voting member)
Paul Anderson*
____ Jim Arndt*
____ Roger Heiter*
____ Kent Stern*
Board of Trustees (Elect 1 to a three year term)
____ Cory Donahe
____ Nate Nostrom
____ Adam Parle
Board for Stewardship(Elect 2 to a three year term and 1 to a two year term)
____ Joel Rutz*
____ Cliff Coon
____ Molly Peaton
Board for Christian Education (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Dean Schnetzer*
____ Dee Stern*
____ Kayla Newton
Board for Evangelism (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Carmella Friesth*
____ Dawn Mason*
____ Rachel Frieden
____ Todd Hopp
Youth Board (Chairperson) (Elect 1 to a three year term)
Julie Kollmorgen*
____ Keri Burmeister
Cemetery Committee (Elect 1 to a five year term)
Lonnie Kirchhoff*
Nominating Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term)
Ray Knight*
Auditing Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term)
Carol Christiansen*
____ Marlys Lane
* Incumbent
The election of officers will be held on December 3 & 4 before and after
services in the Fellowship Hall. All communicant members who are 18 years
and older are eligible to vote.
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ZION PRESCHOOL
The first Thursday and Friday in November parent conferences were
held at preschool. We had 100% participation from our families.
Time to get ready for Thanksgiving. The children helped to decorate
the bulletin board by telling us some of the things that they are
thankful for, family, pets and food were high on their lists. Turkeys
were made out of pinecones, placemats were decorated with holiday
stamps, and invitations were made for the parents to attend our family
devotions on November 23. The children will sing songs, Pastor Aaron
will give the devotion and then we will share a snack together.
The afternoon class is happy to welcome a new student Tatum Vinsand.
Ashley from the public library read books to us.
Pastor Aaron has been telling us about some important men in the Bible
Noah, Abraham and Joseph.
Along with making preparations for Thanksgiving the children have
been working on decorations for Christmas. Our tree at the Methodist
Church Walk needs to be decorated before November 24. Everyone
made a snowflake garland and painted a wooden reindeer ornament.
We are decorating our tree this year in honor of a "deer" preschool
friend Jim Buddenhagen. A manger ornament is being worked on for
our tree at Zion. This time of year we are thankful for busy hands.
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CONFIRMATION WILL BEGIN AT 7:30 p.m. during the Advent
Season starting November 30. We remind the confirmands that the
Advent Worship service is part of the class and for some it is a time to
complete sermon outlines. This schedule will be four Wednesdays in
November 30, December 7, 14, & 21. The last Confirmation class for
2016 will be December 21. Confirmation will resume on January 4,
2017 at 7:00 p.m. after the Christmas break

Christmas Basket/Boxes Ministry
The Humboldt County Ministerial Association sponsors the
county Christmas Basket/Boxes Ministry, which provides Christmas
Baskets to the needy of Humboldt County. The baskets include that
which is necessary for a Christmas meal and gifts of clothing for the
family.
This year, Zion Lutheran will again be filling Christmas baskets
for needy families in Humboldt County.
Zion does not have a line item in the budget for this ministry. If
you wish to support this project, please place your monetary gift in an
envelope marked “Christmas Boxes” and include your offering
envelope number if you would like this gift to be entered as offering for
the year. You can drop this offering off at the church office or in the
offering plate during our worship. Or you can mail your donation to:
Christmas Food Box Program, Humboldt County Ministerial Association,
2219 220th St., Humboldt, IA 50548.
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Jr. LYC Fundraiser
JR. LYC Scrip Program: Orders are being taken for Scrip Cards the 1st and
3rd Sunday of the month. By buying groceries or gas, or giving them as gifts
support the Jr. LYC. These also make great Christmas Gifts. The following
cards allow Jr. LYC to make a reasonable profit.
1- Fareway – 3 percent back

2- Hy-Vee – 5 percent back
3- Casey’s – 3 percent back

If you have changed your phone number or are now using only a cell
number, have a new e-mail address, or have moved and have a new
physical address, please contact the church office at
zion@goldfieldaccess.net or 332-3279 with your new phone number, email address, and physical address. Thank you.

Plan to donate blood on Monday, December 5 at the Humboldt
Community BLOOD DRIVE sponsored by Humboldt Co. Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary. The Drive will be held in Zion’s Fellowship Hall
from 1-6 p.m. Eligible blood donors must be at least 16 years old,
should weigh at least 120 pounds and should be in general good health.
Eat a regular meal before donating blood and bring your blood donor
card or photo ID. For more information about blood donation or to
schedule an appointment please contact LifeServe Blood Center at
(800)287-4903 or online at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.
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2017 LUTHERAN ANNUAL
The LUTHERAN ANNUAL is a listing of all the congregations and
church workers of the Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod. The listing
for each congregation includes its address, phone number, pastor’s
name, time of worship and Sunday School. All pastors, teachers and
other church workers are listed with their address and phone numbers.
If you would like a copy please contact the church office. Individual
rate is $27.99, 2-9 is $25.19, and with an order of 10 or more the cost
of the Annual will be reduced to approximately $20.99. If interested
please notify the church office by December 31.

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTION
The Congregations of the Iowa District West, LC-MS, provide copies
of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, the official publication of the LC-MS,
to all members. The cost for an individual subscription is $22.01. We
ask that you consider reimbursing the congregation for the cost of your
subscription. Please place your offering in an envelope marked
Lutheran Witness Subscription with your envelope number. Thanks!
If you are not receiving the LUTHERAN WITNESS and would
like to, please notify the church office.
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Thanks to the officers and women of the LWML who have contributed
and served this past year. Let us continue to Serve the Lord with
Gladness.
Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Marilyn Kuehnast

A BIG Thank You to all who work and donate time, talents and
treasures to the Gemütlichkeit German Dinner. We have wonderful
people here and a generous God who works wonders in our midst.
The Gemütlichkeit Committee
Gemütlichkeit Committee Members: Please submit all bills you have
ASAP after the dinner to Marlys Johnson, I need to supply a statement
showing income/expenses as soon as possible to Thrivent so we can
received the supplemental funds. Thank you.
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ZION LWML NEWS

LWML General Meeting
October 13, 2016 – 9:30 a.m.
The meeting was called to order by Co-Chair Joyce Thompson.
Opening devotions were given by Judy Harklau with the theme of the
Reformation – John 17:17. Mary Stolle read the General Meeting
Report from July. Marlys Johnson passed out the Treasurer’s Report
for the last quarter. Mite Box Devotions were given by Joyce
Thompson. Then Offerings were received.
The Geműtlichkeit Committee hopes to meet next week to finalize the
committees for the December dinner. Camp Okoboji has moved
forward with the building project, by pouring the footings for the new
Activity Center. Joan Arnold reported from the Missions Committee
that 14 college kids were sent treats. For UDMO, school supplies are
being collected this month. Jackie Schulze reported on the Stamp
Mission we have been collecting for. Only commemorative stamps,
foreign stamps, high value (over 49 cents) hunting and conservation
stamps and stamps with plate numbers will be accepted. There are
about 15 commemorative stamps made each year and displayed in the
post office.
If the religious Christmas stamps begin to fall in sales, they may be
discontinued, so please consider that when buying stamps. Donna Day
reported on the Communion Ware. She purchased 7 new bags and
polish that was needed. Lorraine, Gerry, Joyce and Joan helped her
with the cleaning of the area. Steve Walters will get back to us on
improvements in the area. The Trustees approved $1,000 to $1,600 for
repairs.
Joyce thanked everyone who helped with the LWML Sunday service.
She also asked for help washing all the dishes in the kitchen next
Monday morning. The dishwasher was not working correctly and left a
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film. Joyce Fisher Judy Harklau and Gerry Christensen volunteered to
help.
October 23rd will be a potluck dinner after services. It is Pastor
Appreciation Day. Some help will be needed in the kitchen. Kitchen
help is needed for the Dave Anderson concert on November 18th.
Funeral Lunches were discussed with all who were present. The Elders
would like to go to catering the food. They have challenges with phone
calls to church members who are asked to furnish food. The ladies
would like to continue the way we are doing it. It was suggested that
someone from LWML meet with the Elders at their next meeting on
October 24th. We are a serving organization and wish to continue in
that manner.
The Board is asking for names for the Charities this Christmas. They
will have a list at the next meeting ready for voting. The slate for
officers for November election is Cheryl Miller for Treasurer.
Bert Kirchhoff made the motion we pay Ardis Day and Julie Day for
the wonderful work they did making the quilt for Pastor Raether.
Seconded by Gerry Christensen.
November 10th is the next meeting at 9:30 am. The Geműtlichkeit
Dinner will be from 11:00 am to 1:30 pm. on December 3rd.
Meeting adjourned.
Mary Stolle, Secretary

The LWML is looking for anyone interested and willing to help serve
on the Altar Guild (Communion Set-up and Dusting & Pressing).
Please sign up on the sheets that are on the LWML bulletin board in the
Narthex. Also, if you would be willing to be a hostess for one of the
LWML monthly meetings, please sign up on the sheet for that. These
committees will be serving for the 2017 year. Thank you to all who are
willing to serve. Your help is appreciated!
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LWML 2017 elected officers:
Co-Chairs: Marilyn Kuehnast, Joyce Thompson
Secretary: Mary Stolle
Treasurer: Cheryl Miller
Installation of LWML officers will be December 11 during the church
service.
LWML 2016 Charities:
1. Mission Central, Mapleton, IA
2. Camp Okoboji; Discover CAMPaign, Milford, IA
3. Lutheran Family Service, Fort Dodge IA
4. Domestic Sexual Assault Outreach Center, Fort Dodge, IA
5. “Ministry in Mission” for food for Children in “Center of Refuge
Orphanage” in Haiti
6. Pastor Aaron – Continuing Ed
7. Beacon of Hope, Shelter for men in Fort Dodge, IA
8. KJYL, radio station, Eagle Grove, IA
9. Tie between:
Church of Damascus Road, prison ministry, Fort Dodge, IA
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, MO
Orphan Grain Train, Clemons, IA & Norfork, NE
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December 8, 2016 - 9:30 a.m.

Zion Ladies
You are invited to the LWML Christmas Coffee
being held Thursday, December 8, at 9:30 a.m. in
the Fellowship Hall.

Come and enjoy the fellowship!
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DECEMBER MISSION NOTES
Our December mission project is collecting monetary donations and
gift cards for Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa. They can use gift
cards from Hy-Vee, Wal-Mart, Fareway, and Menards. They use the
cards to purchase inventory items and perishable items that are needed
to support our mission team there. If you prefer to donate money
toward the gift cards, please put your donation in an envelope marked
Mission Central and leave it in the church office. Mission Central
provides support for worldwide missionary work of the Lutheran
Church Missouri Synod. In addition to monetary support, they ask for
prayers for our missionaries in the mission field. We also ask that you
think and pray for Pastor Carl Hanson and family in Hong Kong, which
our church supports through Mission Central.
We are pleased to give 19 coats and over 60 stocking caps and
mittens/gloves to Upper Des Moines Opportunity (UDMO). These
items will help many people keep warm this winter. THANK YOU!
LWML Mission Committee:
Marian Anderson, Bev Allbaugh, Joan Arnold
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR DECEMBER
ELDERS: Paul Anderson, John Kollmorgen,
Jim Arndt, Bruce Gunderson
COUNTERS: Board for Stewardship
ALTAR GUILD: DP – Linda Meyer
C – Joyce Thompson, Amy Nostrom,
Marilyn Kuehnast, Marlys Johnson

GEMÜTLICHKEIT LUNCHEON - DECEMBER 3 11:00 A.M.-1:30 P.M.

LWML BINGO AT SOUTH CARE CENTER DECEMBER 6 - 2:00 P.M.
LWML EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING –
DECEMBER 8 - 8:30 A.M.
CHRISTMAS COFFEE - DECEMBER 8 - 9:30 A.M.
Joyce Thompson, Mary Stolle, Jo Kollmorgen
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
Advent I – 6:30 p.m.
November
30 – Zayne Smith
December
8:45 a.m.
10:00 a.m.

3 – Cade Witzke
4 – Rose Wredt
4 – Bayleigh Wyckoff

Advent I – 6:30 p.m.
December
7 – Jackson Chambers
December

10 – Jordan Coon
11 – Rylie Donahe

Advent II - 6:30 p.m.
December
14 – Cade Kirchhoff
December

17 – Ben Kuehnast
18 – Kirsten Kuehnast

Advent III - 6:30 p.m.
December
21 – Nathan Kuehnast
Christmas Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
24 – David Muir
Christmas Eve Candlelight - 11:00 p.m.
December
24 – No Acolyte
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
CONTINUED
Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m.
December
25 – Kinzie Peyton
New Year’s Eve - 6:00 p.m.
31 – Grace Smith
New Year’s Day – 10:00 a.m.
1 – Dylan Vaudt
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
January

7 – Lydia Witzke
8 – Kali Dodrill

January

14 – Max Mason
15 – Jonah Sande

January

21 – Beth Simmons
22 – Zayne Smith

January

28 – Kaidon Vandevanter
29 – Shayden Vodraska

If you are unable to Acolyte on the date scheduled please arrange for a
substitute and notify the church office by the Wednesday before the
weekend you are schedule to Acolyte.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2016
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Advent Service – 6:30 p.m.
November
30 – Brent & Sue Kuehnast - E
Gerald & Shirley Ohm - W
December

4 – Greg & Cindy Vik - E
Lodyce Buhr & Gerry Christensen - W

Advent Service – 6:30 p.m.
December
7 – Dean Schnetzer & Kevin Zinnel - E
Mark & Shawna Bonnstetter - W
December

11 – Molly Peaton & Stephanie Ayala - E
Herman & Jana Hauck - W

Advent Service - 6:30 p.m.
December
14 – Trent & Sarah Chambers - E
Cory & Amy Donahe - W
December

18 – Marcus & June Mundt - E
Joel & Michelle Armitage - W

Sunday School Children’s Christmas Service - 6:30 p.m.
December
18 – LYC - E
LYC - W
Advent Service- 6:30 p.m.
December
21 – Bob & Sue Pedersen - E
Randy & Connie Moench - W
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2016 CONTINUED
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Christmas Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
24 – Roger & Julie Heiter - E
Dana & Dee Hesse - W
Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m.
December
25 – Daryl & Sharon Kuehnast - E
Dave & Jenny Boswell - W
New Year’s Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
31 – Mike & Angie Vitzthum - E
Leonard & Pam Bremer - W

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR JANUARY 2017
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------New Year’s Day - 10:00 a.m.
January
1 – Mark & Jodi Giddings - E
Bart & Robyn Peterson - W
January

8 – Nate & Amy Nostrom - E
Russ & Angela Naeve - W

January

15 – Mike & Barb Zabel - E
Tom & Marci Reimers - W

January

22 – Randy & Sheryl Clough - E
LeRoy & Joyce Kaspersen - W

January

29 – Greg & Janna Emick - E
Ed & Gail Smith – W
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ZION LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR
DECEMBER & JANUARY
December
December
December
December

4 – Don Waderich
11 – Mike Blair
18 – Leonard Bremer
25 – Kerry Burmeister (Christmas Day)

January
January
January
January
January

1 – Bruce Gunderson (New Year’s Day)
8 – Jim Helvick
15 – LeRoy Jorgensen
22 – Tim McCartan
29 – Randy Moench

USHERS FOR
DECEMBER 11, 2016 THROUGH JANUARY 1, 2017:
HEAD USHERS:
Brent Kuehnast, Brian Ernst
USHERS: Ray Knight, Grant Kuehnast,
Lyle Gronbach, David Knight,
Emily Knight
(Note: Includes Midweek Advent Services on Wednesday, December
14 and 21 @ 6:30 p.m.; (2) Christmas Eve Services on December 24 @
6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.; Christmas Day Service on December 25 @
9:30 a.m.; New Year's Eve Service on December 31 @ 6:00 p.m. and
New Year’s Day service @ 10:00 a.m.)
38

DECEMBER
2016
FLOWER CALENDAR

DECEMBER 4 – Cyndi Anderson
11 – Roger & Marlys Johnson
18 – Lowell & Vanetta Heggen
25 – Kevin Zinnel

LUTHERAN HOUR
DECEMBER 4 – Jim & Judy Gronbach
11 – Jim Buddenhagen Memorial
18 – Mike & Barb Zabel
25 – Bruce Lehman
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12/2 – Camryn McNicol
12/2 – Diane Vodraska
12/3 – Linda Coon
12/3 – Kyle Larsen
12/3 – Sarah Schluter
12/3 – Dustin Skow
12/4 – Weston Milledge
12/4 – Doreen Miller
12/4 – Lee Smith
12/5 – Marian Anderson
12/5 – Diane Lehman
12/5 – Sydnie Sandven
12/5 – Becky Terwilliger
12/6 – Jim Kirchhoff
12/6 – David Stein Jr.
12/6 – Andy Zinnel
12/7 – Duke Beenken
12/7 – Mason Leeper
12/7 – Leone Rowe
12/9 – Wendy Johnson
12/9 – Timothy Ohm
12/10 – Marlys Johnson
12/10 – Chris Kirchhoff
12/10 – Danette Miller
12/10 – Marci Reimers
12/11 – Mia Schluter
12/12 – Andrea Harms
12/12 – Savanna Huseman

12/12 – Jacey Vodraska
12/13 – Jack Opheim
12/13 – Kevin Skow
12/13 – Joni Torkelson
12/15 – Korie Emick
12/15 – Richard Hegna
12/15 – Josh Meyer
12/15 – Kayli Ohm
12/15 – Kahne Ubben
12/16 – Linda Meyer
12/16 – Evan Smith
12/16 – Denny Vaudt
12/17 – Becky Prior
12/17 – Kay Kollmorgen
12/18 – Kacey Donahe
12/18 – Linda Gunderson
12/19 – Donna Hassett
12/20 – Megan Bormann
12/20 – Tiffani Markla
12/20 – Chad Vaudt
12/21 – Leo Kuehnast
12/22 – Karen Andersen
12/22 – Brayleigh Angstrom
12/22 – Jackson Chambers
12/22 – Nathan Krause
12/22 – Carole Lonning
12/22 – Jeff Oatman
12/22 – Denise Ropte
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS CONTINUED
12/22 – Jenna Wohlers
12/22 – D. Keel Zinnel
12/23 – Arlene Moritz
12/24 – Connor Fiddler
12/24 – Derek Stein
12/25 – LeRoy Jorgensen
12/25 – John Kollmorgen
12/26 – Anjali Ganesh
12/26 – Janice Monson
12/26 – Janell Smith
12/27 – Sylvia Milledge
12/28 – Dayton Ruby

12/28 – Tammy Vinsand
12/28 – Adam Wilhelm
12/29 – Leah Frieden
12/29 – Jerry Smith
12/30 – Wanda Jacobson
12/31 – Craig Buddenhagen
12/31 – Larry Kirchhoff
12/31 – Sawyer Kirchhoff
12/31 – Randy Moench
12/31 – Lindsay Ruebel
12/31 – Alecia Tille

Happy Birthday & Merry Christmas!
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
December 2, 1972 - Kevin & Marilyn Lehrman
December 6, 1975 - Larry & Marlys Lane
December 8, 1962 - Marvin & Linda Meyer
December 10, 1977 - Duane & Cheryl Janssen
December 11, 1960 - Roger & Marlys Johnson
December 12, 2012 - Larry & Louise Hauck-Chinn
December 12, 1998 - Wayne & Melissa Oatman
December 13, 2008 - Andy & Amanda Paul
December 13, 1953 - Arnold & Mildred Torkelson
December 14, 1958 - Al & Marilyn Hippen
December 16, 1972 - Denny & Becky Vaudt
December 19, 1954 - Lowell & Vanetta Heggen
December 21, 1958 - Douglas & Phyllis Lundberg
December 22, 2009 - Derek & Alecia Tille
December 23, 1971 - Dr. Gary & Kathy Gonnerman
December 29, 1990 - David & Joni Torkelson
December 30, 1961 - LeRoy & Janice Jorgensen
December 30, 1994 - William & Laura Schaffer
December 31, 2005 - Joe & Amber Olson
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