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Frank discussions, Faith challenged, and Faithfulness
as a way forward
Pastor Aaron Flatau
If you will forgive a lengthy letter, I would like to take a look at the
challenges that Christianity is facing currently. I hope in the discussion
you will see the true difficulty for Christianity in the route ahead, and at
the same time find comfort, hope, faith, service, and joy as indeed God has
been and will continue to be in our midst.
There are blessings and challenges at Zion. There are blessings. The
strange phenomena at Zion is that other measures, such as baptized
membership and communicant membership, have never been higher.
There is much to be thankful for. But in the last few years while those
numbers have grown, average Sunday attendance has dropped.
Traditionally average Sunday attendance has been the sort of gold standard
for measuring church attendance.
This might be concerning enough of an issue that diligence on our part
means attention to the issue is warranted.
What is the cause?
This is the million-dollar question. And it’s complex. Simple answers
don’t really suffice. Normally how you individually answer this in a kneejerk reactionary way is more based upon personal preference. If you are in
your heart very much for evangelism, then the cause has to be poor
evangelism. If you are very much in your heart for traditionalism, then the
cause is certainly we need more traditionalism. Or, whatever disposition
you hold in your heart, that typically is the thing that is missing and
resulting in the problem. All of these things certainly could be true, but
likely don’t help us examine the issue deeply.
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Then let’s look a little deeper at the problem
The Pew Research Center found in 2015 that the percentage of people
claiming to be Christian dropped from 78.4 percent in 2007 to 70.6 percent
in 2015. IN 8 YEARS WE LOST ALMOST 10 PERCENT OF THE US
CHRISTIANS! All of the mainline denominations lost members. The
study found many causes, but near the root millennials were leaving the
fold. Millennials are people typically defined as born between 1980-2000.
More than one third of millennials now say they are unaffiliated with any
faith. This is up 10 percentage points since 2007.
The odd travails of youth ministry
Consider this paradox. Millennials, more than any other generation are
leaving, but also as far as youth ministry, they have been the focus of more
attention than perhaps any other generation in history. In fact, the youth
ministries of the 1970’s, 1980’s, 1990’s, and 2000’s were designed with
the noble goal of retaining youth participation. However, what was
expected (retained youth participation), statistically and nationally, hasn’t
come to pass. The millennial generations have been nationally the ones
who have had the most invested into them, from a youth ministry
standpoint, and now nationally are the least likely to be in church. It’s
odd.
Christianity as ‘Extreme”
I have here a quote from a book entitled “Good Faith.” The argument
made by the author is that Christianity today doesn’t enjoy the good
standing and societal support that it once had in the past.
The book says, “Extremist. In our part of the world these days, this word is
about as aggressive an insult as you can throw down in polite company,
instantly associating the recipient with rifle-brandishing ISIS militants,
Paris bombers, or Boko Haram kidnappers. In some people’s eyes, if you
are a devoted Christian today, this label now describes you. Do you
believe Jesus is the only way to heaven? Extremist. Prayed for someone
you don’t know? Extremist. Believe marriage is meant to be between one
man and one woman? Extremist. Would you give up a good-paying job to
do mission work? Extremist. Do you believe Christians have a
responsibility to talk about Jesus with nonbelievers, even with strangers?
Extremist”
Did you know many see you as an extremist because you are a Christian?
This too is odd.
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Millennials as good
Millennials, as a group, seemingly would be an easy scapegoat. However,
this would be unwise.
Speak to a millennial, or a group of millennials, and you’ll find them
rather interesting, civically minded, genuinely optimistic, and the newest
member of the stage on the political, social, civic, educational, and
worldly work realms. Generally, you’ll find them friendly, find they
easily make friends, have a vision for what they want the future to be, and
many seem interested in reclaiming things that were lost but that were
good. They are likely not friendly to Christianity, statistically, but they are
doing other things that likely have merit to them.
They are a challenging sort of folk.
The variety of approaches to reach millennials
Law Aversion
David Stark has a book called “Reaching Millennials.” Likely the book’s
tenants do work for reaching millennials. If you do them, they will come.
I’ll outline some of his arguments, but the problem with this is that,
theologically, if you do them, you are unfaithful to Scripture as a whole.
Stark certainly makes his argument based somewhat in the Bible, but
seemingly as he remembers Scripture, he also forgets Scripture.
For instance, Scripture generally, and Lutherans specifically, have a
tradition of thinking of the law as good. We teach the commandments.
We teach the creeds. We teach that God has expectations for us as His
people. The law is good. Certainly it also points out our faults, but it’s a
noble, and a good thing.
Stark proposes otherwise, “Third, and most important in the context of this
book, our current law-centric approach to sharing the Good News is
having a reverse effect. We’ve touched on this before, but instead of
bringing people closer to considering the claims of Christ, it is building up
a backpack of resentment and negative orientations to the entire idea of
Christianity.”
He continues rather harshly toward the law…
“This represents a sea of change for many Christians and churches today.
Sometimes, not even intentionally, people are seeing “rules and law” as
they look at what is going on in our lives and our churches. My strongest
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point of pain over the last few decades has been watching Christians
of all stripes try to force a morality on outsider populations. This has
caused a vast majority to already have a negative impression, or to get
their radar up and defenses locked in place when we try, as Christians, to
influence them in a direction where they can know the God of love.”
Love as half a solution
In short, from the quotes above, in Christian circles seeking to attract
millennials, don’t speak of the law. Only speak of the Gospel. And better
said speak of love.
It’s not untrue. Loving is fulfilling the law. Jesus speaks of loving God
and loving neighbor as yourself. Love is good. Not only that it’s patient,
kind, bears all things, keeps no records of wrongs…it’s good.
But it’s not the only story. It’s half the story.
The Law is actually good
The other story is law. Boy it has at times a rotten reputation. But
undeservedly.
But law is actually good. You heard that right. The law is good. How can
it be? Law can just be a duty to follow. If you were asked, “What is
God’s plan for this creation? What does he really want us to do?” The
answer for that is ‘law.’ He wants us to keep the law, because the law is a
good design. The law keeps us safe, gives us good direction, helps our
lives. It’s great if people wouldn’t steal, wouldn’t commit adultery,
wouldn’t harm their neighbor. It’s a good design.
We don’t keep the design, we don’t keep the law, and that directs us back
toward the need for God and the need for a Savior, or in other words,
Gospel. But Gospel is, as least defined here loosely, secondary to the law
when answering what is God’s will for creation. (It is however primary
for us who can’t keep God’s law)
Winsome as a waning solution
The argument is that it used to be that personable and good natured people,
or better said, winsome people, will lead people to faith. It could be the
pastors engaging personality, or the personality in the pew next to you, or
someone who the community views as a leader. If there is someone
winsome, the church will grow. This might have worked for a time. But
those days seem to be fading.
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Here is another quote from the book Good Faith says, “First, it’s not
enough to be nice. When it comes to conversations about beliefs, morals,
and faith, Christians have often emphasized the importance of being
winsome and engaging. The thinking— driven by the right impulse— is
that if Christians could be reeeeeally nice about things, then others would
at least respect the people behind the beliefs. We’ll make the argument,
however, that it’s no longer sufficient for Christians to be winsome. Being
winsome is not bad. It’s good. But aiming for niceness as our ultimate goal
can give us a false sense of making a difference in people’s lives.”
Faithful as a genuine way forward
The book “Good Faith” says in its introduction, “People of good faith,
however, contend that every thought, word, and deed are meant to be
weighed on the scale of faith, that faith should be the primary lens through
which life is perceived, that science, commerce, business, politics, and
every other sphere of human endeavor are at their best when approached
from a distinctly theological point of view…This book offers a framework
for thinking and living, including practical suggestions for how to respond
to our changing society. Our prayer is that, despite the stiff headwinds we
face, this project will fill you with renewed hope and purpose.”
What is it to be faithful to God in this trying age? How might we best as a
Church, as a created being, as a redeemed sinner – how might we be
faithful? These are likely good thoughts.
What is faithful?
It might be best if we start to think about what is faithful. This is actually
what I’d like to begin a conversation about.
What is faithful to Zion Lutheran Church and the people who are before us
here?
What is faithful to our heritage as Lutherans? What have people before us
passed down that is not just helpful, but vital to our faith?
What is faithful to the millennial population before us?
What is faithful to Scripture and the message of grace found in Jesus?
What is faithful to the law and the good that God has built into this
creation?
What is faithful in your life as a Christian?
How do we faithfully hand down the faith in a world where Christians are
portrayed as ‘extreme’?
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How do we fulfill faithfully the mission of God at Zion?
What does living faithfully mean for us as we go about our daily lives?
If we hold true the fact that God has made and created the world, is about
the process of doing His will in the reality around us, and has a process of
redemption based upon the sacrifice of Jesus…how might that shape our
reality? How might we respond faithfully?
How might we see differently than the world our life in the midst of
suffering?
How might generational differences play out at Zion?
How might we faithfully respond to the generational differences around
us?
How might we, being more faithful, change some of our behaviors to
better serve God?
Indeed God is faithful. Also, the future is known to Him. Events are
playing out as He sees fit. The Kingdom of God is near and playing out in
the reality before us. How do we acknowledge this and faithfully
respond?
And finally, by what metric might we measure faithfulness? Likely this is
hard to measure, but likely tangible when you experience it.
For now these things remain questions. We can ponder together. During
the course of the year and these newsletters, we will elaborate further.
Blessings and faithfulness to you through Jesus Christ.
Pastor Aaron
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BIBLE STUDIES AT ZION
The study of God’s Word is essential to spiritual growth. Zion
continues to offer a number of different Bible Studies throughout the
week. Sunday Morning Bible Studies will resume on September 18th
following Rally Sunday on the 11th. You are encouraged to join us in
any of the following Bible studies.
SUNDAY MORNING 8:45 A.M. – STARTING SEPTEMBER 18TH
ADULT BIBLE STUDIES:
The Account of the Acts of the Apostles – or better said simpler
The BOOK OF ACTS Bible Study:
Pastor Aaron will resume this study in the Chapel. With the
departure of Pastor Raether we will be combining the Bible
Study from the Narthex with the one in the Chapel. On days
when the contemporary service meets (usually the first Sunday
of the month), Vic Meyer will lead the study.
The book of Acts offers an exciting glimpse into early
Church history. God then was moving in amazing ways.
Please join us for this study as we glean insights into the history
of the Church, as well as guidance and help for our own daily
walk with Jesus.
MAYBERRY BIBLE STUDY: 'Service, Peace, Mercy and
Commitment' are the four key topics in a new light-hearted
Bible study that we will begin with this fall. If you remember
Mayberry and Andy Griffith, if you have never been to an adult
Bible study, if you are a long-time member of an adult Bible
study - this one is for you! 'Jesus spoke all these things to the
crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them without
using a parable.' Matt. 13:34. With practical applications for
daily living, we will watch four classic episodes with relevant
scriptures to use as modern parables on the teachings of Jesus.
Join us on Sunday mornings beginning September 18 at 8:45
a.m. in Room W17 (at the end of the hallway, headed to the
Fellowship Hall) for 'The Mayberry Bible Study'.
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YOUTH BIBLE STUDY – The youth meet for Bible Study in the
Youth Room over the kitchen every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. The
topic varies from week to week centering on the issues that
affect our young people and strengthening their faith.
OTHER BIBLE STUDIES:
LIFE LIGHT – Tuesdays at 7:00 p.m. beginning September 20
Life Light meets in the Fall and Winter (beginning in January) and
covers nine lessons which may last up to 10 or 11 weeks. The Fall
session will be “Overview of the Bible”. A sign-up sheet is
posted on the bulletin board in the Narthex. We need at least five
people to sign up.
WOMEN OF ZION and friends: We were never meant to take this
journey of faith alone or in secret. God has entrusted us with the
great and mighty gift of the gospel, something too precious and
life-giving to keep to ourselves.
In our next 6 session Bible study, 'Entrusted - A Study of
2 Timothy', Beth Moore will encourage you to guard what God
has entrusted to you, further His kingdom by sharing Christ with
others, and pour into future generations just as Paul once mentored
Timothy. Because in this journey of joy and hardship, we need
each other to stay the course and live lives of faithfulness.
We will begin this study on Tuesday, September 6 at 9:15
a.m. or 6:45 p.m. and would love to have YOU join us! If you
haven't been with us for awhile - it is time again! :) If you have
been a regular - maybe it is time to invite another gal to come
along with you! We have an awfully special message that Christ
has given us to share - let's do just that! Books will run around
$14-$15 and we'd like you to let us know if you'd like one
reserved. Call the office, Angela or Judy for more information or
to order a book.
WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study will examine the
“Hard Sayings of Jesus.” This Bible study examines some of
Jesus' more controversial or confusing statements and helps reveal
the profound truth they contain. Topics include: Does Jesus
Contradict Himself”, “Unbelievable Faith,” “Be Like Snakes!”
“Pearls Before Swine and Bread to Dogs,” and “Words from a
Hard Place.” We will meet in the Narthex next to the office. We
will begin this study on September 14.
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MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST
The men of the congregation are invited to join us for Men’s Bible
Breakfast which meets on the third Saturday of the month at 7:00 a.m.
This month we will meet on September 17th, at Miller’s Landing and
we order from the menu. Following breakfast, we have a short
business meeting if there is any business to be discussed or reported on.
We conclude the breakfast with a brief Bible Study on various topics of
the season or that may be in the news. You are invited to join us for
breakfast, fellowship and a brief Bible Study. We usually conclude by
8:00 a.m.

Zion is invited to a celebration of Pastor Richard Merrill’s 25th year
in the ministry on Sunday, September 25 at St. John Lutheran
Church, Charter Oak, Iowa. They mentioned Pastor Merrill has so
many fond memories of his time here. See the invitation elsewhere in
the newsletter. You may send cards to Pastor Merrill, or if you want
them in the Basket the day of the celebration you can address them to
the Church:
St. John Lutheran Church
Attn: Linda Kuhlmann
PO Box 73
Charter Oak, IA 51439
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IN THE MINISTRY
Come celebrate with us
as we honor Pastor Merrill
for his 25 years in the ministry.
Join us at St. John
Sunday, September 25, 2016,
for worship at 10:00 a.m.
President Turner is our guest preacher.
Share fellowship time afterwards
with a BBQ pork dinner and program
in the Fellowship Hall.
Please bring a salad or a side dish.
Meat, drinks and dessert will be provided.
Suggestion:
If you wish to give Pastor a monetary
gift and want to join in the fun,
bring your gift in the form of quarters
to fill a small wooden church that opens.
There will also be a basket for cards!
The day will be so special for Pastor!
...”Here is the church, here is the steeple,
open the door and see all the people!”
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ZION GARAGE SALE IS SEPTEMBER 24TH
The 15th Annual Zion Garage Sale/Bake Sale will be held in the Zion
Fellowship Hall on September 24th from 8:00 a.m.-Noon.
It is time now to start selecting items to bring for the sale. As usual,
your items can be dropped off on Thursday evening, September 22nd
and Friday, September 23rd provided the Fellowship Hall is open to
use.
We appreciate all your donations; especially, your baked goodies. We
ask that you not bring TV’s or large appliances.
Help will be needed in all areas. Please call Mary Grebe at 332-5815 if
you can help in any way.
Thank you, “Friends of Zion” Committee
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
July 5, 2016 - 8:00 p.m.
The July 5, 2016 meeting of Zion Lutheran Church Council was called
to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Jim Helvick. There were 9 members
present. Pastor Raether led the opening prayer. The minutes of the
June 13, 2016 meeting were approved as printed.
Reports:
Stewardship:
smoothly.

Jodi Pedersen reported that everything was going

Education: Dawn Parle reported that September 11 would be Rally
Day for the new Sunday school year. Janell Smith will again be
superintendent for Sunday school.
Evangelism: Pastor Raether reported that the Holy Hoe Down service
and meal following, was well received.
LWML: Joyce Thompson reported that Zion was represented at the
LWML IWD Convention at Camp Okoboji by herself and Marlys
Johnson as delegates. Marilyn Kuehnast also attended the convention.
Youth Board: Pastor Aaron reported that the Junior LYC is looking
for a leader. Kari Burmeister will again lead the LYC program. Jean
Wredt will be in charge of the Scrip Program.
MSC Treasurer: The printed Treasurer’s report was presented. Fred
Arndt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as printed. Jean
Wredt seconded the motion. Motion carried.
Financial Secretary: no report
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Trustees: Jim Helvick reported that the senior pastor’s office will be
remodeled after Pastor Raether retires.
Elders: Jim Arndt reported for the Elders.
MSC The following proposal was presented:
Proposal for Contemporary Worship at Zion
1 – Once a month, typically on the first Sunday, there will be a worship
service from 8:45 a.m. to 9:35 a.m. at Zion. The event will be run
in conjunction with the large group opening done already with the
Sunday School.
2 – The first contemporary service would begin in September, date to
be determined.
3 – The worship service is and will retain elements essential to being
Lutheran, such as confession and absolution, creeds, the Lord’s
Prayer, and communion.
4 – The primary focus of change will be in the music.
5 – The music will be selected by a committee, overseen by a pastor.
6 – The service will be held in the sanctuary.
Joyce Thompson made a motion to adopt this proposal and present it
for a vote to the congregation. Jim Arndt seconded the motion. Motion
carried.
MSC The following resolution was presented:
A Resolution
Whereas, Pastor Aaron Flatau is serving our Congregation, under his
present Pastoral Call, as our Associate Pastor and
Whereas, Pastor J.K. Raether is retiring from our Congregation as our
Senior Pastor on August 31, 2016, therefore be it
Resolved the Pastor Aaron Flatau becomes Zion Lutheran’s Senior
Pastor effective on August 1, 2016, and be it further
Resolved that Pastor Aaron Flatau’s salary shall be increased 10% for
the remainder of 2016, and be it further
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Resolved that Pastor Aaron Flatau will not be spending 25% of his time
as Deer Creek, Trinity’s Pastor, and be it further
Resolved that a primary Pastoral Duty of serving the youth be
diminished in line with all the other duties and functions that goes with
serving the Zion Congregation.
Jean Wredt made a motion to adopt this resolution and present it for a
vote to the congregation. Marilyn Kuehnast seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Pastor Raether: Pastor Raether reported the Stewardship committee
would be putting together the budget requests to be presented at the
September Budget meeting. The Nominating committee will be
working to fill the slate of officers to be voted on in December. Pastor
Raether stated that we should remember that all that has been done is
God directed.
Pastor Aaron: Pastor Aaron reported that his family will be on
vacation from July 12 to July 16. He will be back on the 16th for the
evening church service.
Unfinished Business: There was no unfinished business.
New Business: MSC Fred Arndt made a motion to hold the Special
Congregation meeting on Sunday, July 17, 2016 immediately following
the service at 10:15 a.m. Jodi Pedersen seconded the motion. Motion
carried.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:41 p.m.
Pastor Aaron led us in prayer, closing with the Lord’s Prayer.

Marilyn Kuehnast<><
Secretary
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
SPECIAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
July 17, 2016
________________________________________________________
The Zion Lutheran Church special congregational meeting was called
to order by Vice President Fred Arndt, due to the absence of President
Jim Helvick, at 10:15 a.m. on Sunday, July 17, 2016. The minutes of
the January 24, 2016 minutes were approved as printed. A quorum was
present for this meeting, with 101 in attendance.
The following proposal from the church council was presented:
Proposal for Contemporary Worship at Zion
1 – Once a month, typically on the first Sunday, there will be a worship
service from 8:45 a.m. to 9:35 a.m. at Zion. The event will be run
in conjunction with the large group opening done already with the
Sunday School.
2 – The first contemporary service would begin in September, date to
be determined.
3 – The worship service is and will retain elements essential to being
Lutheran, such as confession and absolution, creeds, the Lord’s
Prayer, and communion.
4 – The primary focus of change will be in the music.
5 – The music will be selected by a committee, overseen by a pastor.
6 – The service will be held in the sanctuary.
MSC A motion was made by Jim Gronbach to adopt the
recommendation.
Amy Nostrom seconded the motion. A ballot vote was taken. The
motion was Passed by a vote of 89 yes to 11 no votes.
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The following resolution from the church council was presented:
A Resolution
Whereas, Pastor Aaron Flatau is serving our Congregation, under his
present Pastoral Call, as our Associate Pastor and
Whereas, Pastor J.K. Raether is retiring from our Congregation as our
Senior Pastor on August 31, 2016, therefore be it
Resolved the Pastor Aaron Flatau becomes Zion Lutheran’s Senior
Pastor effective on August 1, 2016, and be it further
Resolved that Pastor Aaron Flatau’s salary shall be increased 10% for
the remainder of 2016, and be it further
Resolved that Pastor Aaron Flatau will not be spending 25% of his time
as Deer Creek, Trinity’s Pastor, and be it further
Resolved that a primary Pastoral Duty of serving the youth be
diminished in line with all the other duties and functions that goes with
serving the Zion Congregation.
MSC A motion was made by Kevin Zinnel to adopt the resolution.
Bruce Reimers seconded the motion. A ballot vote was taken. The
motion was Passed by a vote of 88 yes to 12 no votes.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 10:48 a.m.
We closed the meeting with the Lord’s Prayer.
Marilyn Kuehnast<><
Secretary
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
August 8, 2016 - 8:00 p.m.
The August 8, 2016 meeting of Zion Lutheran Church Council was
called to order at 7:59 p.m. by President Jim Helvick. There were 9
members present. Pastor Raether led the opening prayer. The minutes
of the July 5, 2016 meeting were approved as printed.
Reports:
Stewardship: Jodi Pedersen reported that the 2016 envelopes have
been ordered and the budget meeting has been set for 7:00 p.m. on
Monday, September 12, 2016.
Education: Dawn Parle reported that Carly Shaw will be leading the
JR LYC, Keri Burmeister will be leading LYC and the staff for
Confirmation has been filled.
Evangelism: Pastor Raether reported that they are beginning making
plans for the Couples Banquet to be held in 2017.
LWML: no report
Youth Board: no report
MSC Treasurer: Tim McCartan presented the Treasurer’s report.
Fred Arndt made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as printed.
Jodi Pedersen seconded the motion. Motion carried.
MSC Financial Secretary: Jean Wredt presented the Financial
Secretary’s report. Tim McCartan made a motion to accept the
Financial Secretary’s report as printed. Jodi Pedersen seconded the
motion. Motion carried.
Trustees: Pastor Raether reported the following for the Trustees:
1. Remodeling of Pastor Raether’s study will begin following
Pastor’s retirement.
2. Reviewed the budget.
3. Fellowship Hall carpet cleaning will cost approximately
$1,200.00
18

4. Checking with Denny Vaudt about redoing the floor in the
Narthex
5. Checking into snow removal for this coming winter.
Elders: Jim Arndt reported that beginning January 1, 2017, funerals
will be catered with the congregation providing coffee and other
beverages; the annual Outdoor Service will be held on Sunday, August
21, 2016 with breakfast served following the service; a 10:00 a.m.
service will also be held in the church; the budget has been reviewed.
Pastor Raether reported that he was able to attend the 120th Anniversary
celebration at his home congregation.
Unfinished Business: no unfinished business
MSC New Business: LeRoy Jorgensen recommended that two
scholarships be awarded. A $500.00 Denny Moench scholarship to be
awarded to Amber Kluender and a $500.00 Zion Lutheran scholarship
to be awarded to Kylie Burmeister. Marilyn Kuehnast moved
acceptance of this recommendation. Jim Arndt seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:40 p.m. We
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Secretary
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"MEALS ON WHEELS" SIGN UP
October is “Meals on Wheels” for Zion. We need volunteers to deliver
the congregate meals. We have 4 routes. The meals are delivered from
the Humboldt Hospital starting at 10:45 a.m. (use back door). There
are sign-up calendars posted on a table in the Narthex. Please sign your
name and telephone number. The meals are free to volunteers. If you
are able to substitute please put this down. If you have not done it
before and would like to but have questions please call Jan Jorgensen at
332-2280 or cell 890-3073. Thank you.

ZION EV. LUTHERAN CHURCH
ENDOWMENT FUND COMMITTEE
The purpose of Zion’s Endowment Fund Committee is to receive gifts
and bequests and to use them for the mission and ministry of Zion
Lutheran Church. It has produced a brochure that explains the purpose
for the Endowment Fund Committee. This is part of raising the
awareness of Zion’s members of the purpose and opportunities for our
members to participate in Zion’s Endowment Fund with gifts and
bequests.
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HUMBOLDT HIGH SCHOOL
MEMORIAL GARDEN
PAVER DEDICATION
September 11, 2016 - 2:00 p.m.

The Humboldt High School Memorial Garden was dedicated on
September 13, 2009, with memorials in memory of Brooke Dreyer.
The Memorial Garden includes a gazebo, where people can go for quiet
reflection, and a stone walk to the gazebo made up of pavers with the
engraved names of individuals. There are more than 25 pavers in
memory of Zion members and a number of others we officiated at their
funeral service.
The next group of pavers will be dedicated on September 11 at 2:00
p.m. at the Gazebo which is located at the northwest corner of the High
School property. The dedication service will include special music, a
speaker yet to be named, the dedication of new pavers, a dove release,
readings and prayers. The service is followed by refreshments and
fellowship.
If you would like to honor someone with a paver and be a part of this
special ceremony, contact Renae Dreyer on Facebook, email –
rdreyer@q.com or cell phone 515-368-5086. Cost of a paver is $75
which includes three lines of text. This is an awesome ceremony for
anyone that has been part of it in the past. You are encouraged to join
us in this wonderful dedication service and offer support, by your
presence, to those who grieve.
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NEW MEMBERS
BY TRANSFER
Eugene Casey from Zion Lutheran Church, LuVerne, Iowa – 7/13/2016
BY BAPTISM
Kaylee Ann Haukoos – 8/13/2016

Welcome to our church family!

Zion’s CD Ministry delivers CDs and bulletins every week to our shutins. If you need a CD or bulletin delivered or an extra CD for any
occasion, please call the church office at 332-3279 or me.
In Christ's Service,
Loretta Grebner - 332-3806
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ZION’S ADULT CHOIR
Come one, come all! Zion Choir has resumed August 17th with the
start of a new school year. We welcome all singers to join us on
Wednesday evenings at 7:00 for an hour of singing and laughter. If
you've ever wondered if you should sing in choir, now is the time to
act! We need your voice. We practice for an hour during midweek
classes. If you have younger children and need childcare, please call
Nancy at 368-2430, and we will make that happen for you right across
the hall. We'd love to have all the familiar faces and lots of new ones
join us this year. Hope to see you there.
Mike & Nancy Blair
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ZION PRESCHOOL
Barb and Laura attended the Iowa District West Preschool Conference
at Gloria Dei in Urbandale on August 5. Amazing Grace was the
theme for the day. Two main speakers and various sectionals were
held. We received 4 hours of professional in-service for the day. Laura
received a certificate for serving at Zion for ten years, Barb received a
certificate for thirty-five years and Zion Preschool received a certificate
for thirty-five years.
Zion Preschool will begin its thirty-sixth year on September 7. At this
time we have openings in our afternoon session, 12:30-3:00, Monday,
Wednesday and Friday.
We are thankful for the continued support of our Preschool program
and are looking forward to the upcoming year.
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ZION LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL

Sunday School will resume at Zion on Sunday, September 11 –
this is Rally Sunday, and special events will be held that morning
at the 8:45 a.m. contemporary Worship Service. The morning
includes the beginning of a new Contemporary Worship Service,
handing out of Bibles to 3rd Graders, recognition of the 6th-8th
Confirmation Classes, and installation of the Educational Staff.
See below for details. Sunday School will meet from 8:30-9:45
a.m. September 11-May 14.

RALLY SUNDAY AT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH
Rally Day will be September 11th at 8:30 a.m. We will have a
family hour of worship and fun for both children and adults. It
will also be the beginning of the Contemporary Worship Service.
Sunday School children will meet in their class room at 8:30 a.m.
but will quickly head into the Sanctuary for a Rally Sunday
service from 8:40-9:35 a.m. ALL ARE INVITED TO ATTEND,
and the Sunday Morning Bible studies won’t be meeting so they
can attend the event. Then during the contemporary worship
service the 3rd Graders will receive their Bibles, the 6th-8th Grade
Confirmands will be recognized, and Zion’s Education Staff will
be installed.
Please join us following the Contemporary Service for
doughnuts, fresh fruit, orange juice, and coffee.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

LYC
Kerry and Keri Burmeister have agreed to take on the role of leading
the LYC this year. Thank you to the Kerrys/Keris. We are going to
have a parent meeting for the group on September 11th – Rally Sunday,
after church. The Amazing Race (see below) is later on that day. If
you have interest in helping with LYC (even for an activity or two) let
Keri or Pastor Aaron know and we will get you plugged in to an event.
The AMAZING RACE – LYC Style…:
LYCers are invited to join us for the LYC Amazing Race kickoff event
orientation gathering beginning the year with a let’s get things going
event. It will take place the afternoon of Rally Sunday, September 11th
at 4:00 p.m. beginning at the church (and ending…who knows where).
This event serves as a special welcome to the freshmen and also as an
invitation to join LYC during the year at its regular meetings on
Sunday at 8:45 a.m. in the youth room. A fun gathering with food is
held after the event and officers for the year are chosen.
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JR. LYC
Hello fellow parents!
My name is Carly and I am very excited to be a part of the Jr. LYC
group. In meetings with Pastor Aaron we have had great discussions as to
what can we accomplish this year with the Jr. LYC group. We have a
few exciting events that we thought would be great opportunities for the
group which include the "Written in Stone" Youth Gathering, YMCA
"Lock-In", and a trip to Fort Frenzy. On the months with no events we've
scheduled a monthly get together for the group which most are
scheduled before confirmation where we will serve dinner and do a group
activity. I have listed below the tentative schedule and what I believe will
be needed to make each a success!
Parental participation for each event is in bold.
September 21 – 5:30-7:00 - 1 parent to help plan dinner and activity
October 29-30 – "Written in Stone" Jr. LYC youth gathering in Des
Moines by Iowa District West. This is an overnight youth gathering.
(Parents to help transport and for the event- the amount of parents
needed depend on amount of Jr. LYC signed up)
November 2 – 5:30-7:00 - 1 parent to help plan dinner and activity
December 15 – Christmas Caroling (Parents to help transport and for the
event)
January 11 – 5:30-7:00 - 1 parent to help plan dinner and activity
February 17 – YMCA "Lock-In" 9pm-midnight (Parents to help transport
and for the event- the amount of parents needed depend on amount of
Jr. LYC signed up)
March 17 – Fort Frenzy (Parents to help transport and for the event- the
amount of parents needed depend on amount of Jr. LYC signed up)
April 19 – Pizza Party Conclusion for the Year of Jr. LYC (any that are
able to help and celebrate this years success!)
Please let Pastor Aaron or I know if you are able to volunteer your
time for the group, your time and idea's are appreciated!
I look forward to this year's Jr. LYC and getting to know each of
you!
Thank you!
Carly Shaw
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Deadline for the Jr. LYC Gathering is September 25th:
Jr. LYC (5th-8th grade) will be holding a youth gathering in Des Moines
on October 24th-25th – but the registration deadline for the event is
September 25th.
The theme of the 2016 Iowa District West Junior Youth Gathering is
“Written in Stone.” Our Good News is that God has given us
something that will last. By His death and resurrection, through His
Word and Sacraments, Jesus has made us His own people and promised
to be with us always! The 2016 Gathering continues the tradition of
focusing on one of the chief parts of Luther’s Small Catechism. This
year’s focus will be The Ten Commandments. The annual event is
meant not to replace but to supplement the Confirmation and Sunday
School instruction of the local congregation.
We are looking for Jr. LYCers to attend the event as well as a few
parents to drive (and stay overnight) as counselors.
Registration forms for the event will be handed out at Confirmation
Orientation. However, if you need additional registration forms please
contact Pastor Aaron at pastora@goldfieldaccess.net or 890-7558.
Cost for the event (for parents) is the $70 deposit. Jr. LYC will pay the
rest of the $125 full registration fee. Financial aid is available if
needed.
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JR. LYC SCRIP PROGRAM – STREAMLINED!
The Scrip Program operated to support Jr. LYC is being streamlined.
The hope to improve the profitability of the program, to have more
consistency in the administration of the program, and to allow members
to support Jr. LYC by buying products from local businesses.
The current plan for the program is:
1- Cards ordered on the 1st Sunday of the month will be available
on the 3rd Sunday of the month. (Or you could collect your
cards when they are available at the church office).
2- Cards ordered on the 3rd Sunday of the month will be available
on the 1st Sunday of the month. (Or you could collect your cards
when they are available at the church office).
Orders will be placed through local businesses, that allows Jr. LYC
to make a reasonable profit.
1- Fareway – they offer 3 percent back.
2- Hy-Vee – they offer 5 percent back.
3- Casey’s – they offer 3 percent back.
During the year the group will look at expanding into other local
businesses.
A limited supply of cards will be kept on hand. As more cash
develops into the system, we will keep more cards on hand. The goal
will be eventually to have cards on hand, and not have to wait for them,
but it will take time to build up the equity.
People are encouraged to buy everyday things with the
program. Buying groceries or gas with the cards means support for Jr.
LYC. Many in the congregation are using this as an opportunity to
budget as well. Buying the cards at the beginning of the month is a
good way to budget for the month.
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1531 EDGEWOOD DRIVE,
MILFORD, IOWA 51351
PHONE: 712-337-3325
WEBSITE: www.campokoboji.org
"Teaching, Living, Sharing Serving,
Jesus Christ, God's Son, Our Savior"

The month of August was busy for Camp activities that are not on the
calendar of events every year. The 14th of August an auction was held
with the Craft Building items people wanted to remember it by. A lot
of items were good for crafters using old windows, etc. too! Then the
21st destruction of the building was to begin.
The next important date will be September 3rd when the
groundbreaking for the new building will be held at 10 a.m. followed
by a BBQ cook-off contest. The Laborers for Christ will be working at
Camp on the new Activity Center. Volunteers are always welcome.
They work Tuesday through Saturday so you may want to consider
going for a day or two and enjoy Christian fellowship with other
Lutherans from all over the country. Room and Board will be provided
by Camp.
The new building near the beach is complete and being enjoyed by
many campers who have a place to go after a swim or it could be used
for a meeting place. It is available to rent also.
Summer Camps were a success with growing numbers in attendance
this year.
Once again, thank you for all the cans and bottles for Camp. It is
appreciated.
Your Camp Representatives,
Ron and Mary Stolle
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FALL ZONE LWML RALLY
Trinity Lutheran Church – Deer Creek
September 28, 2016
“His Faithfulness To All Generations”
“For the Lord is good; his steadfast love endures forever,
and his faithfulness to all generations.”
The Humboldt Zone LWML Fall Rally will be held Wednesday,
September 28, at Trinity Lutheran Church – Deer Creek of Fort Dodge.
Coffee and registration will begin at 9:00 a.m. The Rally will begin at
9:30 a.m. with opening devotions. The guest speaker will be Pastor
Dan Vogel, Hispanic Ministries, Denison, Iowa. The Rally, which
includes opening devotions, Bible Study, speaker and several brief
business items, runs from 9:30 a.m. to Noon. A noon luncheon will
follow adjournment of the meeting. Women of Zion are encouraged to
join your sisters in Christ for a time of spiritual growth and Christian
fellowship. If you would like to car pool meet at Zion’s east parking
lot by 8:30 a.m. on September 28.

LWML NEWS

Dates to remember:
September 8 - Executive Board meeting at 8:30 a.m.
September 8 - Circle at 9:30 a.m.
September 20 - Bingo at North Care 2:00 p.m. – Marlys Johnson
September 28 - Zone Fall Rally – Trinity-Deer Creek at 9:00 a.m.
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ZION LWML GENERAL MEETING
JULY 14, 2016

The meeting was called to order by Marilyn Kuehnast, co-chairman.
Opening devotions were given by Judy Harklau, “Grow in God’s
Grace”, followed by a morning coffee with many delicious foods to
choose from.
The Secretary's report was read from the General Meeting in April, by
Mary Stolle. The Treasurer's reports were printed and handed out for
all to read. Committee Reports: Joyce Thompson stated that the quilts
she took to Camp Okoboji for their Quilt Auction were well received
with $475 for one and $110 from the other one. Much of the material
was from scraps. Joan Arnold reported that the Mission Committee
was doing well with all the donations coming in for various projects.
Undie Sunday is coming soon. Mary Stolle thanked everyone for their
support of cans for Camp. So far this year, we have sent $150 to the
Auxiliary for more new mattresses, which is an ongoing need for
Camp.
The ladies decided to give the profits from the Honors Banquet,
approximately $660 to Ellie Menz to take with her when she goes to
California to help those in need. A baby quilt that Joyce Thompson
had made will be given to Lutheran Family Service. Bert Kirchhoff
made the motion and Shirley Moench seconded to fund communion
supplies. Donna Day will decide what is needed and have them
ordered.
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Plans for the LWML Sunday, October 9, were discussed. Ushers,
Readers, and Greeters will be needed for that. Next year the Senior
Class Breakfast will be held the Sunday before graduation as some
soon to be senior parents asked for. The regular service for Seniors
will be on Graduation Sunday. The Zone Fall Rally will be held in
September at Trinity, Deer Creek.
The next General Meeting will be held on October 13 at 9:30 a.m. It is
also Meals on Wheels month and LeRoy and Janice Jorgensen will be
looking for volunteers to help deliver meals.
Joyce Thompson gave a report on the LWML Convention in June at
Camp Okoboji. There were 15 young women representatives this year.
102 to 105 attended the meetings each day. The T shirts making into
Diapers was a huge success filling Bethel with stacks and stacks of
them. The musicians helping at convention are an example of “from
generation to generation”, Suzanne Winterhoff has served as a church
organist since she was 13 years old.
Reverend James Lamb was the keynote speaker on “Life Issues are a
Mission Field.” In the past 75 years since the start of LWML, 1 million
dollars in items have been collected and distributed to mission projects
throughout the world.
Meeting adjourned,
Mary Stolle, Secretary
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HELP NEEDED WITH GEMÜTLICHKEIT!!
The Gemütlichkeit Committee will be distributing the Committee
Chairs and Member lists to all the women of the congregation (please
check your mail box). Please check to see where your name is on the
list. We welcome any new members to join us and participate in the
Gemütlichkeit Dinner on Saturday, December 3rd.
We are looking for help selling German Dinner tickets and someone
who would be willing to be ticket chairperson. Areas are already
divided up and lists made for places to visit. All you need to do is sell!
We are also looking for people to make beet pickles and/or dill
pickles for Gemütlichkeit.
If you can help in any way, please call someone on the Gemütlichkeit
Committee by October 3rd.
Thank you for your help and support in this LWML project.
The Gemütlichkeit Committee:
Lynette Christensen – 515-293-1027 Carol Christiansen – 368-1176
Jodi Giddings – 368-0260
Mary Stolle – 604-4019
Bev Zinnel – 332-5266
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SEPTEMBER MISSION PROJECT
“CARE PACKAGES”
In September we will be collecting snack items for “CARE
PACKAGES” sent to Zion’s college students and military personnel.
Snack foods, except potato chips are welcome. Microwaveable nonperishable foods, candy, hot chocolate mix, popcorn, drink mix, gum,
and fruit snacks are a few suggestions. If a cash gift is more convenient
for you, please leave in the Church Office and we will use to purchase
items.
The boxes being sent will include Homemade Cookies. A sign-up
sheet for those making cookies will be posted on the northeast LWML
bulletin board in the Narthex. You will be called when the cookies are
needed.
PARENTS: Please turn in your child’s college/military address to the
church office before September 28th if you want them included in the
mailing.

A huge thanks for all that gave school supplies. We received $250
from THRIVENT ‘Live Generously’ to purchase items. These will go
to Ioway and UDMO. Thanks again for your help with our mission
projects.
LWML Mission Committee,
Marian Anderson, Renee Graaf, Joan Arnold
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR SEPTEMBER
ELDERS: Paul Anderson, John Kollmorgen,
Jim Arndt, Bruce Gunderson
COUNTERS:

Kevin Grebner, Gary Peyton

ALTAR GUILD: DP – Dawn Parle
C – Marlys Johnson, Marilyn Kuehnast

PRESCHOOL RESUMES - SEPTEMBER 7

LWML EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING SEPTEMBER 8 - 8:30 A.M.
LWML CIRCLE - SEPTEMBER 8 - 9:30 A.M.
Judy Harklau, Marlys Johnson (bingo), Joyce Fisher
LWML BINGO AT NORTH CARE CENTER SEPTEMBER 20 - 2:00 P.M.
ZONE LWML RALLY – TRINITY-DEER CREED, FORT
DODGE - SEPTEMBER 28 - 9:00 A.M.
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USHERS FOR SEPTEMBER 11 THROUGH OCTOBER 2:
HEAD USHERS: Randy Moench, Steve Kunert
USHERS: Richard Wilcox, Don Tammen, Nick Torkelson

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR SEPTEMBER
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------(Services are at 10:00 a.m.)
September

4 – Linn DeWinter & Mary Grebe - E
John & Diane Opheim - W

September

11 – Todd & Kristy Smith - E
Jim & Judy Gronbach – W

September

18 – Jim & Donna Hassett - E
Dick & Bev Wilcox - W

September

25 – Jim & Diane Arndt - E
Don & Linda Waderich - W

October

4 – Dave & Joni Torkelson - E
Chuck & JoAnn Sexe - W
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ZION LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR SEPTEMBER
(Services are at 10:00 a.m.)
September

October

4 – Randy Moench
11 – Doug Van Pelt
18 – Don Waderich
25 – Mike Blair
2 – Leonard Bremer

ACOLYTE

SCHEDULE

(Services are at 10:00 a.m.)
September

3 – Kali Dodrill
4 – Max Mason

If you are unable to Acolyte on the date scheduled please arrange for a
substitute and notify the church office by the Wednesday before the
weekend you are schedule to Acolyte.
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SEPTEMBER
2016
FLOWER CALENDAR

September

4 – Lonnie Kirchhoff
11 – Brent & Sue Kuehnast
18 – Ron & LaDonna Volf
25 – Rick & Lori Stein

FLOWER & LUTHERAN HOUR CHARTS
The "Flower Chart" and the "Lutheran Hour Chart" for 2016 are
posted next to the church office. If you would like to place FLOWERS
in the front of the sanctuary on the side stones or sponsor a
LUTHERAN HOUR BROADCAST over KHBT you may do so by
signing up on one of the charts. You may remember an anniversary,
birthday, in memory of a loved one or simply in thanksgiving for the
blessings of our Lord. Please take time and consider one or both of
these opportunities to give thanks and praise to our gracious Lord.
Sundays available are: FLOWERS: October 2 & 30.
KHBT LUTHERAN HOUR: September 25;
October 30; November 20 & 27; December 4, 11 & 18.

LUTHERAN HOUR
September
4 – Darlene Kunert
11 – Ron & Mary Stolle
18 – Doris Kuehnast
25 – Open
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS
9/2 – Aubri Miller
9/2 – John Opheim
9/2 – Taylor Pedersen
9/2 – Brian Wright
9/3 – Michelle Armitage
9/3 – Bev Wilcox
9/3 – Shelby Wood
9/4 – Bailey Coon
9/4 – Lorna Stellhorn
9/5 – Terry Busse
9/5 – Misty Sheppard
9/6 – Damon Saathoff
9/6 – Ron Stolle
9/7 – Stella Boomgarden
9/7 – Annette Crouse
9/7 – Sam Knight
9/7 – McKenzie Marchant
9/7 – Samantha Place
9/8 – Miranda Peterson
9/9 – Amanda Milledge
9/9 – Jacob Reimers
9/10 – Alexander Eveland
9/10 – James Harrison
9/10 – Jeff Knight
9/10 – Tom Monson
9/10 – Sue Reimers
9/11 – Kinnick Granahan
9/11 – Landon Schnetzer

9/12 – Isabel Russell
9/13 – Lucille Graaf
9/13 – Dee Hesse
9/13 – Rylie Sandven
9/14 – Peyton Van Pelt
9/15 – Lonnie Kirchhoff
9/15 – Hailey May
9/16 – Matthew Graaf
9/16 – Brenda Larsen
9/16 – Doug Van Pelt
9/16 – Ben Wright
9/17 – Cindy Miller
9/17 – Jennifer Teague
9/17 – Bayleigh Wyckoff
9/18 – Kathryn Blake
9/18 – Jon Gronbach
9/18 – Brandi Tammen
9/18 – Mike Vitzthum
9/19 – Bailey Cameron
9/19 – Dean Johnson
9/19 – Brent Kuehnast
9/19 – Tyler Rutz
9/19 – Rick Stein
9/20 – Karl Bratland
9/20 – Owen MacLeod
9/20 – Kaidon Vandevanter
9/20 – Austin Vitzthum
9/21 – Lance Coon
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SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAYS CONTINUED
9/22 – MacKenzie Kling
9/22 – Zoe Andersen
9/22 – Sheldon Cameron
9/22 – Shane Davis
9/22 – Brian Kirchhoff
9/22 – Jennifer Wyckoff
9/23 – Kiera Foth
9/23 – Sydney Kollmorgen
9/23 – Rachel Kuehnast
9/23 – Harold Teague
9/23 – Marci Vinsand
9/23 – Ashley Zinnel
9/24 – Nathan Helmer
9/24 – Jessica Kelley
9/24 – Ruthann Oatman
9/24 – Darlene Schultz
9/24 – Amy Scott
9/25 – Kirsten Kuehnast

9/25 – Nathan Kuehnast
9/25 – Becky Peterson
9/25 – Spencer Peterson
9/25 – Terry Skow
9/25 – Isabella Stein
9/26 – Jodi Giddings
9/26 – Pat Johnson
9/26 – Justin Kirchhoff
9/27 – Will Clough
9/27 – Gayle Fokken
9/27 – Jacob Meyer
9/27 – Kelsey Thompson
9/28 – Lexi Groat
9/28 – Kennedy Long
9/28 – Rich Moench
9/28 – Sonja Peyton
9/28 – Bruce Reimers
9/30 – Walt DeLanoit
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SEPTEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
September 1, 1984 - Dallas & Nancy Huddleson
September 2, 2006 - Clyde & Melanie Farmer
September 3, 2006 - Tim & Kathryn Blake
September 3, 1977 - Joe & Ellen Vanderhoff
September 5, 2009 - Aaron & Alison Angstrom
September 6, 1959 - Bruce & Linda Gunderson
September 6, 1997 - Corey & Wendy Long
September 8, 2001 - Troy & Jenny Kirchhoff
September 10, 1983 - Bret & Karen Peterson
September 11, 1976 - Randy & Lynette Christensen
September 11, 1965 - Ron & Mary Stolle
September 12, 2015 - Matthew & Jamie Brissey
September 12, 1998 - Scott & Tina Starkweather
September 13, 1980 - Greg & Danette Miller
September 13, 2008 - Kyle & Jill Soenen
September 14, 1985 - Dan & Dawn Parle
September 18, 1948 - Virgil & Betty Heidt
September 19, 2009 - Joe & Kristi Boveia
September 20, 1997 - Dean & Teresa Otto
September 21, 1985 - William & Pamela Hendershot
September 22, 2012 - Devin & McKenzie Marchant
September 23, 1995 - Ron & LaDonna Volf
September 24, 1993 - Kyle & Michelle Kluender
September 25, 1993 - Don & Janell Smith
September 25, 1976 - Rick & Lori Stein
September 27, 1986 - Paul & Julie Kollmorgen
September 29, 2007 - Phil & Heidi Jensen
September 29, 2012 - Joe & Heidi McCullough
September 30, 2006 - Ryan & Mandy Zwiefel
Anniversary Blessings!
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