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Two or more…not so wise men
It’s the season of Advent. This means we now prepare for
Christmas, the celebration of Jesus coming to earth to be our Savior.
We all remember being told the stories as we were children. How the
angel Gabriel came to Mary and told her she would have a baby boy.
How an angel appeared to Joseph in a dream, saying the child in
Mary’s womb has been conceived by the Holy Spirit. We are also told
that when Jesus was born, three wise men, kings from the east, came to
worship Jesus. There is just a small problem about the part with the
three wise men. The Bible doesn’t say there were actually three, and
they’re also not that wise.
First of all, we don’t actually know how many of them there
were. Tradition says there are three wise men because there are three
gifts, but Scripture never gives us a number. We only know there are
more than one, because scripture says in Matthew 2:1 “wise men from
the east”. This means there was more than one. It could have been
two men, and one brought gold and the other brought both frankincense
and myrrh. Or maybe there were four, and two of them had both gotten
the same gift. It happens, people getting the same gift for Christmas
from different people. But the actual number of the wise men is the last
thing we should be concerned about with this story.
Regardless of how many of them there are, historically we call
them ‘wise men’. Today, this sounds like a compliment. “These smart
men, they knew Jesus was the true king, and they went to worship
Him.” But that’s giving them a lot more credit than they’re due. They
are wise, but this isn’t necessarily a good thing. The Greek word used
to describe them is ‘magi’. Magi in biblical times were experts in
astrology, interpretation of dreams and various other occult arts, and
they were magicians. The wisdom the magi had was not pleasing to
God. This is why when they are introduced in Matthew chapter two,
it’s a big deal.
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Matthew 2:1 (KJV) says “Now when Jesus was born in
Bethlehem of Judaea in the days of Herod the king, BEHOLD, there
came wise men from the east to Jerusalem”.
The word behold here isn’t added to make the verse sound
‘more biblical’. It’s there to show the author’s surprise at what is
happening. A “Pastor Kyle” translation might say “Now when Jesus
was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, HOLY
SMOKES! I can’t believe it, but Magi from the east came to
Jerusalem!”
The magi came from the east and were probably from Persia,
Babylon, or Arabia. And they weren’t kings. I know the song “We
Three Kings” is possibly a Christmas favorite of yours, I like it too.
But we don’t know that there were three, and they were most definitely
not kings. Magi were servants of kings and royal figures. While the
magi were servants of kings and rulers, they themselves were often
relatively powerless in relation to their overlords. And because of
where they were coming from, they were quite possibly servants of
kings or rulers who from lands that had oppressed the people of Israel.
So knowing this, it makes sense that it was surprising enough
for Matthew to say “Behold” when introducing them. The magi are
gentiles. They are most definitely not God’s chosen people from the
Old Testament, and they don’t even fully understand the kind of
kingdom Jesus was to rule over. They followed the star, and went to
Jerusalem. They figured Jerusalem is a great city, so that must be
where a king would be born. But they are wrong.
The magi and King Herod are set straight regarding where Jesus
was born by looking to Scripture. “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet: And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are
by no means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come
a ruler who will shepherd My people Israel.”(Matthew 2:5-6)
But after being set straight, they go to Bethlehem. When they
arrive there, they saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell
down and worshipped Him. And God then warns them in a dream not
to return to Herod, they go to their own country by another way.
Seriously, if they were really wise, wouldn’t they have seen through
Herod’s lies on their own? No, they needed God to lead them home
another way.
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God called the magi, men who were not deserving of such a
calling, men who were not of God’s chosen people the Nation of Israel,
to worship Jesus as a baby boy. He led them by a star to where Jesus
was born, which God had spoken long before through the prophet
Micah. Men, who claim wisdom of this world and are opposed to God,
who are undeserving of God’s love, are called to worship Jesus, the
King of the Jews.
This is because the King of the Jews is also the King of Kings.
Jesus was born to be the Savior of all people. This is how you have
hope this Advent season. Just as the magi knelt and worshiped Jesus,
you will do the same one day. When Jesus returns in all His glory, you
will see Him in His flesh just as the magi did so long ago. You will
worship Him, the one who came to earth to be your King, to be your
Savior. He was born to die and rise again, and because of this you are
given the promise of the resurrection, of eternal life as well.
So this Advent season, enjoy all the gifts you are given. Not
just the ones under the tree, but the gifts of good food, traditions,
beautiful carols, and most importantly the story told to you by God
Himself through Scripture: the story that God has called you to worship
Him, and you have the promise of life forever with Him one day.
Blessings this Advent season!
Pastor Kyle

4

ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Sunday & Midweek
“Next to the Word of God, music deserves the highest praise. The gift of
language combined with the gift of song was given to man that he should
proclaim the Word of God through Music.”
– Martin Luther

What we sing in Church has significance; it means something. Not
only are we singing praises to God and proclaiming Him as the one true
God when we sing our hymns, but we are also learning about who God
is and what He has done for us. If you open your Lutheran Service
Book to any random hymn, and look at the bottom right corner of the
page, you will see scripture references. These Scripture references are
what the hymn’s author was inspired by to write the particular hymn.
Through the gift of music, our hymns tell the same stories God has told
to us in Scripture. This Advent season our midweek services will look
to the Scripture readings which have inspired some of our Advent
hymns.
11-28

Midweek I / Nativity Scene Dedicated – 6:30 p.m. –
‘O Come O Come Emmanuel’ (Isaiah 7:10-14; 11:1-5, 10-11;
Matthew 1:23)
Supper: Endowment Fund

12-1

1st Weekend in Advent – Holy Communion – 6:00 p.m.

12-2

1st Sunday in Advent – Contemporary - Holy
Communion – 10:00 a.m.

12- 5

Midweek II / Confirmands Receive Bibles – 6:30 p.m. –
‘Prepare the Royal Highway’ (Isaiah 40:3-5; Matthew 21:1-11;
Psalm 24:7-10; Isaiah 9:6-7)
Supper: Evangelism
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ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE CONTINUED
Sunday & Midweek
12-8/9

2nd Sunday in Advent/Installation of Officers

12-12

Midweek III – 6:30 p.m. - ‘What Hope! An Eden
Prophesied’ - Isaiah 11:1, 6-10, 12-16
Supper: Jr. LYC

12-15/16

3rd Sunday in Advent

12-16

S.S. Children’s Christmas Service – 6:30 p.m.

12-19

Midweek IV – 6:30 p.m. - ‘Hark! A Thrilling Voice is
Crying’ - Isaiah 11:1, 6-10, 12-16
Supper: LYC

12-22/23

4th Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion

12-24

Christmas Eve Service – 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service – 11:00 p.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated

12-25

Christmas Day Service – 9:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated
10:30 a.m. – Jesus’ Birthday Cake

12-29/30

First Sunday After Christmas

12-31

New Year’s Eve Service – 6:00 p.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated
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It is time once again to decorate the church for Christmas! The
Evangelism Board will be decorating the Sanctuary on Tuesday,
November 27 at 6:00 p.m. The Geműtlichkeit Committee will be
decorating the Fellowship Hall and the Narthex. The Nativity Scene
will be dedicated at the first Advent service on November 28. It will be
set up outside after it has been dedicated. Please plan to come and help
and enjoy the fellowship of decorating our church. Your help will be
greatly appreciated.

2018 ADVENT SUPPERS
This year will be four Midweek Advent Services, November 28,
December 5, 12 and 19. The services will be preceded by a supper
served by one of Zion’s boards or organizations. The menu will vary,
with each group determining what they will serve. A free will offering
will be received and go toward a project designated by the serving
group. The suppers will begin at 5:30 p.m. This is a time for
fellowship as we prepare to worship.
The schedule includes:
November 28
Endowment Fund
December 5
Evangelism
December 12
Jr. LYC
December 19
LYC
You are encouraged to join your Brothers and Sisters in Christ for
Christian fellowship and a fine meal together.
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NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP
You are invited and encouraged to join us on New Year’s Eve as we
celebrate the blessings of 2018 and look forward to God’s blessing
2019. We will gather together for worship on Monday evening,
December 31 at 6:00 p.m. Holy Communion will also be celebrated
during this worship as we prepare for the coming year. Join us and
invite a neighbor or friend who may not have a church home.

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTION
The Congregations of the Iowa District West, LC-MS, provide copies
of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, the official publication of the LC-MS,
to all members. The cost for an individual subscription is $22.67. We
ask that you consider reimbursing the congregation for the cost of your
subscription. Please place your offering in an envelope marked
Lutheran Witness Subscription with your envelope number. Thanks!
If you are not receiving the LUTHERAN WITNESS and would like to,
please notify the church office.
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BIBLE STUDIES AT ZION
The study of God’s Word is essential to spiritual growth. Zion
continues to offer a number of different Bible Studies throughout the
week. You are encouraged to join us in any of the following Bible
studies.
8:45 A.M. SUNDAY ADULT & YOUTH BIBLE STUDIES:
Christmas is the most celebrated holiday of the year for billions of
people. But what is the purpose of Christmas? What makes
Christmas so special? What is God's purpose for Christmas?
Join us as we look at these questions for the 3 Sundays before
Christmas. You will discover why Christmas is God's idea and
why Jesus is the greatest gift God gave to the world. Come to
Room W17 at 8:45 a.m. on December 9, 16 & 23 for 'The
Purpose of Christmas'. We will have coffee - and maybe
some goodies as well!
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY – The youth meet for Bible Study in the Youth
Room over the kitchen every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. The topic varies
from week to week centering on the issues that affect our young
people and strengthening their faith.

There will be no Sunday morning Bible studies on Sunday, December
30, 2018. They will resume January 6, 2019.

OTHER BIBLE STUDIES:
WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets at 10:00 a.m.
in the Narthex next to the office. Right now we are studying the
book of Revelation. We meet in the Narthex next to the office.
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The Men’s Bible Breakfast will meet on Saturday, December 15 at 7:00
a.m. at Millers Landing. We meet at Millers Landing and enjoy
breakfast ordered from the menu. This will be our Christmas Breakfast
and wives are invited to attend. Join us as we celebrate the birth of our
Lord and Savior.

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were completed and sent on
their way to the hands of little ones around the world! Thank you to
everyone for the contributions of money, boxes and prayers!! God will
use this ministry to allow more children to come closer to Him!

The January Newsletter deadline will be Thursday, December 20.
Please turn your items in by the 20th. Thank you.
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LIVE NATIVITY
Please join us December 8 from 5:30-7:00
p.m. at Dan and Dawn Parle’s, 2518 Lone
Tree Road, Humboldt, for a live nativity with
animals, singing of Christmas carols and the
reading of The Christmas Story.
Hot
chocolate and cookies will be served. All
ages welcome!

Pastor Kyle and Cayleigh would like to invite you to their Christmas
Open House on Saturday, December 15 from 1:00-4:00 p.m. Hor
‘doeuvres will be served. Come and go as you please, and enjoy some
good fellowship as we celebrate the season of Advent, and look with
joy to celebrating Christmas.
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 12, 2018 - 8:00 p.m.
_________________________________________________________
The November 12, 2018 meeting of Zion Lutheran Church Council was
called to order at 7:59 p.m. by President Jim Helvick. There were ten
members present. Pastor Aaron led the opening prayer. The minutes
from the October 8, 2018 meeting were approved as printed.
Reports:
Stewardship: Gary Peyton had nothing new to report.
Education: Dawn Parle reported that the Preschool held Parent
Conferences. The Sunday school Christmas program will be led by
Kristy Smith and will be held on December 16.
Evangelism: Pastor Aaron reported that church decorating will be held
on Tuesday, November 27, 2018. On Wednesday, November 28,
during the Advent service, the new Nativity will be dedicated. The
Evangelism committee will be serving the December 5 Advent supper.
That evening during the service, the Confirmation students will be
presented with Bibles.
LWML: Joyce Thompson reported that preparations for Gemutlichkeit
are progressing. A guest day was held. The program that was
presented, “Care for the Caregiver” was taped and can be viewed on
our website. Election of officers was held, and 10 charities have been
selected to receive proceeds from the Gemutlichkeit Luncheon.
Youth Board: Pastor Kyle reported that both the JR. LYC and the
LYC youth gatherings have been held. The LYC will be hosting the
Thanksgiving Supper for the Seniors on November 18. Pastor Kyle
and Cayleigh will be the new LYC leaders.
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MSC Treasurer: Tim McCartan presented the Treasurer’s report.
Gary Peyton made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as printed.
Joyce Thompson seconded the motion. Motion carried. There will be
a Church Treasurers training meeting for IDW on January 19, 2019.
MSC Financial Secretary: The Financial Secretary’s report was
reviewed. Tim McCartan made a motion to accept the Financial
Secretary’s report as printed. Dawn Parle seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Trustees: Adam Parle reported that they are still looking for someone
to do snow removal.
Elders: no report
Pastor Aaron: Pastor Aaron reported that three funerals were held,
and one wedding. The ministerial association is looking into holding a
meeting for those who have dealt with suicide, either of a friend or
family member, and what the survivors need help with to deal with this.
Pastor Kyle: Pastor Kyle has been approved for the Ministry
Excellence Fund again this year. He is eligible to apply for these funds
for the next three years. July 11-15, 2019 are the dates for the National
Youth Gathering to be held in Minnesota. There will also be a
conference on Rural & Small Town Ministry to also be held in
Minnesota in 2019.
Unfinished Business: no unfinished business.
New Business: no new business.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:49 p.m. We
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Secretary
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The 2019 Congregation Elections will be held before and after worship
services on December 1 and 2. All communicant members of Zion
who are 18 years of age and older are voting members and can vote. A
slate of candidates can be found in this newsletter and has been posted
on the bulletin board in the Narthex. You can cast your ballot by going
to the Narthex on Saturday Night or Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
signing in and receiving your ballot. The Nominating Committee will
oversee the balloting and answer any of your questions. Candidates
will be notified of the election results by letter the first part of the week,
with the results published in the bulletin on December 8 and 9.
Please take time to review the candidates and then vote on December 1
or 2. Newly elected officers will be installed during the Worship
Service on December 9.

POINSETTIAS FOR ZION’S CHRISTMAS
The Evangelism Board wishes to thank everyone who purchased
Poinsettias to be used in the Sanctuary during the Advent and
Christmas season. Poinsettias add beauty to our Sanctuary and worship
as we celebrate our Lord’s birth.
14

CHRISTMAS CAROLING
'Sing a joyful noise unto the Lord' on Tuesday, December 11th by
caroling with Zion members! We'll be meeting in the west entrance to
the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.m. and proceeding to the North Care
Center (5:10), South Care Center (5:40) and long-term care unit (6:05)
finishing at Springvale (6:20 & 6:40 – north side – then south side).
Bring your Santa hats, jingle bells and friends and join in for a couple
hours of fun! Call Judy (890-1133) for more details!

God Bless you throughout the Advent and Christmas Season!!!! Zion’s
CD Ministry delivers CDs and bulletins every week to our shut-ins.
Mardell Vandevanter is delivering the service CDs and bulletins to our
Shut-Ins. If you need a CD or know of someone who does, please call
the church office at 332-3279.
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ZION LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
“Silent Night, Holy Night” is our theme for this year’s Children’s
Christmas Service. Come celebrate the Christmas Story with us! Our
practice schedule is listed below. Thanks for bringing your children to
the practices and Sunday school as we will be learning songs for our
service. If you will not be able to join us for the Christmas program,
please let your teacher or the office know, so we can plan accordingly
for speaking parts. We greatly enjoy working with your child and look
forward to a wonderful celebration!
Practice schedule for Sunday School Children’s Service:
(Each Sunday morning during Sunday School music)
Saturday, December 8 – 9:00-11:00 a.m. (B1 - 1st 9:00-10:00)
Saturday, December 15 – 9:00-11:00 a.m. (B1- 1st 9:00-10:00)
*If you have a child in 2nd - 8th and a B1-1st child care will be
provided on Saturday morning from 10:00-11:00 so you will not
have to make two trips.
Sunday, December 16 – Sunday School – Dress rehearsal for Service
Sunday, December 16 – 6:30 p.m. SS Children’s Christmas Service
(Please have children arrive at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL LFS BLUE OFFERING BAGS
A Lutheran Family Service blue offering bag will be sent home with
the Sunday School children on December 2. Take a few minutes
during this busy holiday season to use this devotional tool and come
together as a family as you celebrate the coming birth of our Savior.
The blue bag offering bag should be returned the night of the
Children’s Christmas Service on December 16. Please tie the bags
loosely and not in a knot so they can be reused next year.

There will be no Sunday School on Sunday, December 30, 2018. It
will resume January 6, 2019.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

LYC:
Four youth attended the Iowa District West Gathering in Des Moines
from November 9-11 where we learned to give thanks to God for
“Whatever” is good that God has given to us.
Fifteen youth served the Thanksgiving Dinner for the ‘over 70’
members of the congregation on November 18 where we played Bunco
and had a lot of fun.
Thanks to the adults who chaperoned the trip to Des Moines, and all the
youth and adults who worked at the Thanksgiving Dinner.
We will be having our Christmas party and discuss going to the
National Youth Gathering on Sunday December 2 at Pastor Kyle’s
house, and go Christmas caroling at the care centers on December 11 at
5:00 p.m.

JR. LYC:
Jr. LYC had our monthly meeting in the fellowship hall on November
14 for dinner and games.
Jr. LYC will be going Christmas caroling at the care centers on
December 11th at 5:00 p.m., as well as hosting the Advent meal on
December 12 at 5:30 p.m.
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Jr. LYC Fundraiser
Script Cards as gifts!
Jr. LYC has been doing a fundraiser using Scrip cards. They are
always for sale in the church office, but also we are selling them after
church on the first and third Sunday of the month. By buying groceries
or gas, or giving them as gifts support the Jr. LYC. These also make great
Christmas Gifts. Consider buying some cards as Christmas gifts or,

some people even use the card for budgeting and for known monthly
expenses. The following cards allow Jr. LYC to make a reasonable profit.
Proceeds go toward funding the adventures of the group.
The following cards allow Jr. LYC to make a reasonable profit.
1- Fareway – 3 percent back

2- Hy-Vee – 5 percent back
3- Casey’s – 3 percent back
4- Millers Landing – 10 percent back
5- Backseat Diner – 10 percent back
6- Pasquales – 10 percent back
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CONFIRMATION WILL BEGIN FOLLOWING THE ADVENT
SERVICES (around 7:15 p.m.) during the Advent Season starting
Wednesday, November 28. We remind the confirmands that the
Advent Worship service is part of the class and for some it is a time to
complete sermon outlines. This schedule will be four Wednesdays in
November 28, December 5, 12, & 19. The last Confirmation class for
2018 will be December 19. Confirmation will resume on January 9,
2019 at 7:00 p.m. after the Christmas break.

New Members At Zion Lutheran Church
BY RELEASE
Mackenzie (Rittgers) Carlson from Shared Ministry of Rolfe Church,
Rolfe, Iowa – November 1, 2018
Welcome to our church family!
20
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2018 BALLOT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, HUMBOLDT, IOWA
President (One year term; must be a male voting member)
Jim Helvick*
Vice President (One year term; must be a male voting member)
Fred Arndt*
Secretary (One year term)
____ Marilyn Kuehnast*

Treasurer (Two year term)
Tim McCartan*
Assistant Financial Secretary (Two year term, second year becomes
Financial Secretary)
____ Marian Anderson
Board of Elders (Elect 4 to a three year term; must be a male voting member)
Joel Armitage*
____ Tom Johnson*
____ Marvin Meyer
____ Joe Olson
____ Jacob Parle
____ Jon Stern
Board of Trustees (Elect 1 to a three year term)
____ Jeff Dreyer*
____ Taylor Pedersen
Board for Stewardship(Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Kevin Grebner*
____ Jodi Pedersen*
____ Steve Kunert
____ Molly Peaton
Board for Christian Education (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Brianne Haukoos
____ Kristy Smith
____ Billie Weers
Board for Evangelism (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Sharon Kuehast*
____ Barb Zabel*
____ Marlys Johnson
Cemetery Committee (Elect 1 to a five year term)
Gary Kuehnast
____ David Torkelson
Nominating Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term)
Don Kuehnast*
____ Brent Kuehnast
____ Randy Moench
Auditing Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term)
David Boswell*
(* Incumbent )
The election of officers will be held on December 1 & 2 before and after
services in the Fellowship Hall. All communicant members who are 18 years
and older are eligible to vote.
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ZION LUTHERAN ENDOWMENT FUND
Committee considers adding a new Endowment Account:
Our congregation’s Endowment Fund committee recently met with our
congregation’s gift planning counselor Jim Schroeder of the LCMS
Foundation. Jim shared an idea with the committee which consists of
our congregation adding a new endowment account that our members
may make gifts to during their lives or at their death. The income off
of this account (suggested name for the account is Leaving a Legacy
for Future Generations) would go into the general fund to replace the
offerings of those who have died. Our congregation has had over 100
funerals in the last 20 years. The assets in the account would be
managed by the LCMS Foundation and 4% of the value of the fund
would be distributed every year into our congregation’s operating
budget. As an example, if the fund grew to $3,000,000 the annual
income from the fund would be $120,000. If the Lord would move our
members to make gifts to this new fund the income from the fund
would help us ensure that our congregation has the financial resources
it needs in the years ahead. If this new endowment account is approved
by the committee, Jim will begin offering to meet with our members at
no cost to help them consider ideas for gifts to the new endowment
account.
Please join us for the Endowment Awareness Advent Supper on
Wednesday, November 28 beginning at 5:30 p.m. Your Endowment
Committee is here to serve you.
Have a blessed Christmas Season!
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ZION PRESCHOOL
Our parent conferences were held at preschool in November. We had
good participation by our families.
Laura helped the children prepare table decorations for our
Thanksgiving Devotion with our families. The children sang some
songs, Pastor Kyle gave a short devotion and then the children and their
guests had a snack together in the fellowship hall. This year we made
applesauce to eat.
Ashley from the public library read books to us on opposites.
We celebrated one new four year old during the month of November.
Along with preparations for Thanksgiving the children have been
working on decorations for Christmas. We will have a tree at the
Methodist Church Walk and one in the narthex of our church by the
ushers closet.
At this busy time of year we are thankful for the many blessings that
we enjoy.
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CARPET and PAINT PROJECT: Thank you to all who gave donations
and memorials to this project. New carpet has been installed in the fellowship
hall and down the hallway to the fellowship hall, as well as a layer of flooring
(vinyl) along the north wall (by the kitchen). Memorial money has been
given in memory of Marvin Anderson (father of Paul Anderson), Al Hippen,
Diane Jensen, Kay Kollmorgen; Ray Kunert, Harold Schnell (brother of
Arlene Moritz), Jolene Wilhelm (mother of Dave Wilhelm and sister-in-law
of Donna M. Day), and Mike Williams (son of Virgil and Marian Williams).
You may continue to donate to this project. Money for the project can be
given in the offering marked ‘Carpet Project,' or with the pink “Growing in
Christ” envelopes found in the back of the church (for safety still mark it
‘Carpet Project’). Thank you for your generosity.

NATIVITY SCENE: Thank you to all who have given through donations
and memorials to this project making it possible to order Mary, Joseph, the
baby Jesus, and an angel through Bronners Christmas Store in Frankenmuth,
Michigan. These four pieces have arrived. A kneeling lamb has been
purchased in memory of Harold and Marj Kropf (parents of Marian Anderson
and Don Kropf), a shepherd has been purchased in memory of Mike
Williams (son of Virgil and Marian Williams), and a standing ram has been
purchased in memory of Marvin Anderson (father of Paul Anderson).
Memorial money has been given in memory of Mary Ford (mother of Russ
Naeve), Al Hippen, Pat Johnson, Kay Kollmorgen; Ray Kunert, Eugene
“Bud” Larsen (brother of Darlene Kunert); Margaret Lucas (grandmother of
Lincoln Mason), Judy Peters (sister of Steve Peters); Vernon Schulze, and
Judy Tannor (niece of Doris Kuehnast); Dean Telford. We will add more
figures to the set as the funds become available. We have a member of the
congregation making the wooden stable. Please continue to help with this
project when possible with memorials and donations. We will leave the
bucket set out for donations. Any spare change you have will continue to be
appreciated. Thanks for your support. The Evangelism Board
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Christmas Basket/Boxes Ministry
The Humboldt County Ministerial Association sponsors the
county Christmas Basket/Boxes Ministry, which provides Christmas
Baskets to the needy of Humboldt County. The baskets include that
which is necessary for a Christmas meal and gifts of clothing for the
family.
This year, Zion Lutheran will again be filling nine Christmas
baskets for needy families in Humboldt County.
Zion does not have a line item in the budget for this ministry. If
you wish to support this project, please place your monetary gift in an
envelope marked “Christmas Boxes” and include your offering
envelope number if you would like this gift to be entered as offering for
the year. You can drop this offering off at the church office or in the
offering plate during our worship. Or you can mail your donation to:
Christmas Food Box Program, Humboldt County Ministerial
Association, PO Box 401, Humboldt, IA 50548.

If you have changed your phone number or are now using only a cell
number, have a new e-mail address, or have moved and have a new
physical address, please contact the church office at
zion@goldfieldaccess.net or 332-3279 with your new phone number, email address, and physical address. Thank you.
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Plan to donate blood on Monday, December 3 at the Humboldt
Community BLOOD DRIVE sponsored by Humboldt Co. Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary. The Drive will be held in Zion’s Fellowship Hall
from 1-6 p.m. Eligible blood donors must be at least 16 years old,
should weigh at least 120 pounds and should be in general good health.
Eat a regular meal before donating blood and bring your blood donor
card or photo ID. For more information about blood donation or to
schedule an appointment please contact LifeServe Blood Center at
(800)287-4903 or online at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.

You are invited to attend a Christmas Open House at the Lutheran
Family Service Ministry Center, 230 9th Ave. N., Fort Dodge on
Sunday, December 2 from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. Come and share some
Christmas cheer while touring various nativity sets displayed
throughout. Hope to see you there!
Humboldt County Cancer Support Group will meet Monday,
December 3 at 7:00 p.m. at Our Saviour’s Lutheran Church Library.
The group will be meeting on the first Monday of each month. Same
time and same place. Everyone welcome, survivors, caregivers, family,
friends and anyone who has a passion to help others in need! The
mission is to help each other, visit about our experience and know you
are not alone. If you have questions, please call Craig Christensen,
LuAnn Burgers or Marva Anderson.
Knitters and Crocheters of Humboldt will have hats, mittens, scarves,
and some lap robes available to those organizations or individuals in
need. There are many sizes children through adult. They may be
picked up Thursday, December 6 at the Methodist Church; use the
southwest door. Hours are 10:00 a.m. – noon. There is no charge.
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"Teaching, Living, Sharing Serving,
Jesus Christ, God's Son, Our Savior"

There are 41 members of the Camp Okoboji Auxiliary. This is what
they have done to help the camp.
As of October 1:
Income:
Cans for Camp
$1,359.29
Grocery Shower
$2,921.00
Theme Baskets
$3,496.00
Quilt Auction
$17,740.00
Food Stand
$828.00
Crafts
$135.00
Bake Sale
$140.00
Purchases:
Mattress for Meyer Cabin $588.48
Beverage Carriers for kitchen $367.44
Sheet Sets
$2,682.32
Camperships - 6 - at $355 ea. $2,130.00
and other miscellaneous items.
The big project at Camp now is taking out the good things in Hauck
before it is taken down completely. Volunteers are needed for that
project. There is always something to do at Camp if you want to help.
Camp Representatives,
Ron and Mary Stolle
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ZION LWML NEWS

The LWML is looking for anyone interested and willing to help serve
on the Altar Guild (Communion Set-up and Dusting & Pressing).
Sheets will be posted on the LWML Bulletin Board in the Narthex.
Also, if you would be willing to be a hostess for one of the LWML
monthly meetings please sign up on the sheet for that. These
committees will be serving for the 2019 year. Thank you to all who are
willing to serve. Your help is appreciated!
LWML 2019 elected officers:
Co-Chairs: Marilyn Kuehnast, Jackie Schulze
Secretary: Mary Stolle
Treasurer: Marilyn Lehrman
Installation of LWML officers will be December 9 during the church
service.
LWML 2018 Charities:
The following charities will be receiving proceeds from the 2018
Gemütlichkeit Luncheon:
Lutheran Family Service
Lotus Project – Women’s Homeless Shelter
Mission Central, Mapleton, IA
Camp Okoboji
Concordia Seminary – St. Louis, MO
Domestic Sexual Assault Outreach Center
Beacon of Hope Shelter – Fort Dodge
Pastor Aaron
Pastor Kyle
The following are tied:
Orphan Grain Train
Sarah Kanoy – Salt & Light – Serving Kenya and Nairobi
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Thanks to the officers and women of the LWML who have contributed
and served this past year. Let us continue to Serve the Lord with
Gladness.
Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Marilyn Kuehnast

A BIG Thank You to all who work and donate time, talents and
treasures to the Gemütlichkeit German Dinner. We have wonderful
people here and a generous God who works wonders in our midst.
The Gemütlichkeit Committee
Gemütlichkeit Committee Members: Please submit all bills you have
ASAP after the dinner to Cheryl Miller, I need to supply a statement
showing income/expenses as soon as possible to Thrivent so we can
received the supplemental funds. Thank you.
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December 13, 2018 - 10:00 a.m.
Zion Ladies:
You are invited to the LWML Christmas
Party being held Thursday, December 13. Please
be at the church to car pool down to Lutheran
Family Service Ministry Center, 230 9th Ave. N.,
Fort Dodge. If you would like to car pool we will
be leaving at 9:30 a.m. so we can arrive there by
10:00 a.m.
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DECEMBER MISSION NOTES
Our December mission project will be collecting items for the Lotus
Project. There is a great need for mothers in our area to get the
necessary support and assistance to transform their lives and the lives
of their children.
Items that are needed include: bowl cleaner, bleach, Clorox wipes,
paper towels, Bounce sheets, Kleenex, toilet paper, laundry soap, and
stain remover.
In October we collected 16 pairs of men's underwear, 6 t-shirts, 25
pairs of women's underwear, and 118 pairs of socks! Thank you to all
who contributed!
LWML Mission Committee:
Joan Arnold, Marian Anderson, Jackie Schulze
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR DECEMBER
ELDERS: Kent Stern, Cory Donahe,
Joel Armitage, Jim Gronbach
COUNTERS: Stewardship Board
ALTAR GUILD: DP – Joyce Thompson
C – Mary Ann Johnson, Cheryl Miller
Heather MacLeod

GEMÜTLICHKEIT LUNCHEON - DECEMBER 1 11:00 A.M.-1:30 P.M.

LWML BINGO AT SOUTH CARE CENTER DECEMBER 4 - 2:00 P.M.

CHRISTMAS PARTY - DECEMBER 13 - 10:00 A.M.
at LFS in Fort Dodge
Joyce Thompson
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
Advent I – 6:30 p.m.
November
28 – Levi Bonnstetter
December
10:00 a.m.

1 – Braden Cameron
2 – Christian Lee

Advent I – 6:30 p.m.
December
5 – Owen MacLeod
December

8 – Hannah Maschino
9 – Fin Mason

Advent II - 6:30 p.m.
December
12 – Christian Ohm
December

15 – Jack Opheim
16 – Keely Place

Advent III - 6:30 p.m.
December
19 – Ty Schluter
December

22 – Carter Soenen
23 – Collin Vik

Christmas Eve
6:00 p.m.
24 – Peyton Weers
11:00 p.m.
24 – No Acoltye
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
CONTINUED
Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m.
December
25 – Carson Arndt
December

29 – Lance Coon
30 – Brayden Kluender

New Year’s Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
31 – Reagan Lee
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
January

5 – Hallie MacLeod
6 – Bella Opheim

January

12 – Emma Maschino
13 – Kaycee Rubel

January

19 – Maddie Shaw
20 – Peyton Van Pelt

January

26 – Jasmyn Zinnel
27 – Sam Bohan

If you are unable to Acolyte on the date scheduled please arrange for a
substitute and notify the church office by the Wednesday before the
weekend you are schedule to Acolyte.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2018
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Advent Service – 6:30 p.m.
November
28 – Jason & Darla Opheim - E
Mike & Barb Zabel - W
December

2 – Russ & Angela Naeve - E
Lance & Paula Olson - W

Advent Service – 6:30 p.m.
December
5 – Brian Kuehnast & Randy Moench - E
Bob & Sue Pedersen - W
December

9 – Joe & Amber Olson- E
John & Diane Opheim - W

Advent Service - 6:30 p.m.
December
12 – Dave & Pat Stein - E
Fred & Monnie Steigleder - W
December

16 – Dan & Dawn Parle - E
Rick & Jodi Pedersen - W

Sunday School Children’s Christmas Service - 6:30 p.m.
December
16 – LYC - E
LYC - W
Advent Service- 6:30 p.m.
December
19 – Doug & Rhonda Van Pelt - E
Greg & Cindy Vik - W
36

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2018 CONTINUED
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------December

23 – Rick & Lori Stein - E
Roger & Amber Townsend - W

Christmas Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
24 – Ron & Mary Stolle - E
Dave & Joni Torkelson - W
Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m.
December
25 – Daryl & Sharon Kuehnast - E
Gary & Sonja Peyton - W
December

30 – Jeremy & Terri Wickre - E
Tyler & KyLee Fischer - W

New Year’s Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
31 – Leonard & Pam Bremer - E
Lee & Missy Smith - W
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR JANUARY 2019
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------January
6 – Ryan & Mandy Zwiefel - E
Kenny & Jana Bratland - W
January

13 – Anthony & Stephanie Ayala - E
William & Laura Schaffer - W

January

20 – Adam & Abbey Shell - E
Brian & Lisa Spellmeyer - W

January

27 – Andrew & Katie Staton - E
Jack & Gloria Strickland – W
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ZION LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR
DECEMBER & JANUARY
December
December
December
December
December

2 – LeRoy Jorgensen
9 – Jim Helvick
16 – Tim McCartan
23 – Leonard Bremer
30 – Doug Van Pelt

January
January
January
January

6 – Mike Blair
13 – Leonard Bremer
20 – Kerry Burmeister
27 – Reed Burres

USHERS FOR
DECEMBER 9, 2018 THROUGH JANUARY 6, 2019:
HEAD USHERS:
Rick Pedersen, Bob Peterson
USHERS: Taylor Pedersen, John Michelson,
Chris Diedrick
(Note: Includes Midweek Advent Services on Wednesday, December
12 and 19 @ 6:30 p.m.; (2) Christmas Eve Services on December 24 @
6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.; Christmas Day Service on December 25 @
9:30 a.m.; and New Year's Eve Service on December 31 @ 6:00 p.m.)
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DECEMBER
2018
FLOWER CALENDAR

DECEMBER 2 – Open
9 – Roger & Marlys Johnson
16 – Doug & Phyllis Lundberg
23 – Kevin Zinnel
30 – LeRoy & Jan Jorgensen

LUTHERAN HOUR
DECEMBER 2 – Bob Jacobson
9 – Roger & Marlys Johnson
16 – Bruce & Linda Gunderson
23 – Bruce Lehman
30 – Kenny & Jana Bratland
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12/2 – Camryn McNicol
12/2 – Diane Vodraska
12/3 – Linda Coon
12/3 – Kyle Larsen
12/3 – Sarah Schluter
12/3 – Dustin Skow
12/4 – Weston Milledge
12/4 – Doreen Miller
12/4 – Lee Smith
12/5 – Marian Anderson
12/5 – Diane Lehman
12/5 – Sydnie Sandven
12/5 – Becky Terwilliger
12/6 – Jim Kirchhoff
12/6 – David Stein Jr.
12/6 – Andy Zinnel
12/7 – Duke Beenken
12/7 – Mason Leeper
12/7 – Leone Rowe
12/9 – Wendy Johnson
12/9 – Timothy Ohm
12/10 – Marlys Johnson
12/10 – Chris Kirchhoff
12/10 – Danette Miller
12/10 – Marci Reimers
12/11 – Mia Schluter
12/12 – Andrea Harms
12/12 – Savanna Huseman
12/12 – Laura Van Asten
12/12 – Jacey Vodraska
12/12 – Carole Zinnel
12/13 – Jack Opheim

12/13 – Kevin Skow
12/13 – Joni Torkelson
12/14 – Kashton Schachtner
12/15 – Korie Emick
12/15 – Richard Hegna
12/15 – Josh Meyer
12/15 – Kayli Ohm
12/15 – Kahne Ubben
12/16 – Linda Meyer
12/16 – Evan Smith
12/16 – Denny Vaudt
12/17 – Becky Prior
12/18 – Kacey Donahe
12/18 – Linda Gunderson
12/19 – Donna Hassett
12/19 – Emily Zaugg
12/20 – Tiffani Fortune
12/20 – Chad Vaudt
12/21 – Leo Kuehnast
12/22 – Karen Andersen
12/22 – Brayleigh Angstrom
12/22 – Jackson Chambers
12/22 – Carole Lonning
12/22 – Jeff Oatman
12/22 – Denise Ropte
12/22 – Jenna Wohlers
12/22 – D. Keel Zinnel
12/23 – Arlene Moritz
12/24 – Connor Fiddler
12/24 – Derek Stein
12/25 – LeRoy Jorgensen
12/25 – John Kollmorgen
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS CONTINUED
12/26 – Anjali Ganesh
12/26 – Janice Monson
12/26 – Janell Smith
12/27 – Sylvia Milledge
12/28 – Dayton Ruby
12/28 – Tammy Vinsand
12/28 – Adam Wilhelm

12/29 – Leah Frieden
12/31 – Craig Buddenhagen
12/31 – Larry Kirchhoff
12/31 – Sawyer Kirchhoff
12/31 – Randy Moench
12/31 – Lindsay Ruebel
12/31 – Alecia Tille

Happy Birthday & Merry Christmas!
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
December 2, 1972 - Kevin & Marilyn Lehrman
December 6, 1975 - Larry & Marlys Lane
December 6, 2008 - Derek & Kaity Van Asten
December 8, 1962 - Marvin & Linda Meyer
December 10, 1977 - Duane & Cheryl Janssen
December 11, 1960 - Roger & Marlys Johnson
December 12, 2012 - Larry & Louise Hauck-Chinn
December 12, 1998 - Wayne & Melissa Oatman
December 13, 2008 - Andy & Amanda Paul
December 13, 1953 - Arnold & Mildred Torkelson
December 16, 1972 - Denny & Becky Vaudt
December 16, 2017 - Tyler & Kyndsie Zaugg
December 19, 1954 - Lowell & Vanetta Heggen
December 21, 1958 - Douglas & Phyllis Lundberg
December 22, 2009 - Derek & Alecia Tille
December 23, 1971 - Dr. Gary & Kathy Gonnerman
December 29, 1990 - David & Joni Torkelson
December 30, 1961 - LeRoy & Janice Jorgensen
December 30, 1994 - William & Laura Schaffer
December 31, 2005 - Joe & Amber Olson
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