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Merry Christmas!
What a blessing it is to be found here in December and all things
Christmas. There is the waiting and anticipation of Advent, the
German Dinner, the busy activities, driving to visit family and friends,
and the traditions that began so many years ago still continue to this
day.
At the heart and at the center of it is Jesus, a child born in Bethlehem
who will indeed, by the strange mechanism of His death, save people
from their sins. What a story! What a God!
Reflections on His story with a challenge for you
We sit in the heart of a religious season of renewal. It seems at this
time of year that people have more drive to hear about God. I’d like to
direct some of this energy if I may. If it is true, as Jesus said, that all of
Scripture tells about Him, then I think perhaps here before we
encounter New Year’s resolutions, here in the heart of the busy season
– that it might be good to take time and remind ourselves of the
importance of reading God’s Word. There are books written about
being in the Word, or praying during busy times. “Too Busy Not to
Pray,” by Bill Hybels is one example but there are others. The basic
thought is that especially when things are difficult, when they are busy,
when they are stressful, it’s good then to remember the source of our
strength. There is something rather good to pause and be refocused on
God during times of being busy.
I’d like to challenge you, especially when it’s busy, to be in the
Word of God.
There are obviously many ways to do this, and what works for me
might not work for you. But I’ll list possible avenues to encounter
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God’s word regularly. I encourage you to perhaps find something here
that seems feasible to you, or to do something that you already know
works.
1- Hopefully all of us have Bibles at home. If you don’t, we can
arrange to find/get you one. But picking up the Bible and
reading it is a good way to start. I’d advise against reading it
like a normal book, straight through. This usually leads to
confusion. Instead take each of the books (in a normal book
we’d say chapters) of the Bible as regular books unto
themselves. For instance consider the book of John, as a book,
and the book of Acts as a book. Each has a particular story,
each is written to a particular people, there are many different
human authors (only one true author above the human authors)
and they have different voices and different ways of speaking.
As you read the book, look first to the background around it.
Study Bibles are helpful in this regard. To whom was the book
written? What was the occasion for writing? What is the
author trying to encourage the reader to know? Is there a
tragedy going that motivates the writing (usually there is
something motivating the writing). This background gives a
shade of color to the book as you read it. Many of the questions
that confuse are alleviated by having the background.
2- Set schedules for reading. For this there are many resources.
Here is a link to a recent one done by synod.
https://blogs.lcms.org/2017/lcms-lcc-and-nalc-compile-threeyear-schedule-of-daily-bible-readings.
Scroll to the bottom of the page to find the PDF schedule. The
schedule takes you through directed lessons for the day. It’s
much like the readings that you would hear in church. Scripture
lessons that somewhat align themselves under a common theme.
The caution here I suppose is that knowing the book of the
Bible and the background of it helps to understand the text.
Also, just as in church, there might be times that the lessons
don’t seem to be easily aligning themselves, and it might raise
questions. Here again the background is helpful. But when it
flows, and very often it does, it is a thing of beauty. Different
voices, from different periods, all saying the same thing about
God.
3

3- Technology might in fact be helpful.
Reading the
Bible…there’s an app for that. And not just apps. There are
websites that will send you texts with Scripture lessons for the
day, and can also include commentary (educated people giving
you helpful information about the text itself). The possibilities
here are almost limitless. Pastor Kyle has been setting up some
things like this recently, and would be a good resource to ask. I
have a few words of advice however. One would be to use a
translation like the ESV or NIV. The ESV translation is the
current one used by the church. Translations do make a
difference and some are better than others. Also, be cautious of
the body putting out the study notes (or commentaries). Make
sure the author of the note is in agreement with Lutheran
theology.
4- Theme study. Nowadays it is relatively easy to do a word
study. Websites will do this for you. Search of specific words,
and see the places that they occur in the Bible. For instance,
look up all the times that the word “east wind” occurs in the
Bible, and you will see that it’s a theme of Judgement. Jonah’s
beloved plant died after a scorching east wind dried it out. But
other words might be more timely. It’s Christmas. What does
the Bible say about “shepherds,” or “angels”, or “gold”, or
“Bethlehem,” or “David,” or…fill in something you are curious
about.
5- Find something that you are curious about, or always wondered
about, and dig into the Bible and find out what it says. Pastor
Kyle or myself can help as guides if you want.
Merry Christmas! Blessed reading.
Pastor Aaron
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ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Sunday & Midweek
11-29

Midweek I – 6:30 p.m.
Welcome to Week One of our Advent and Christmas
worship series, Keeping Watch, as we keep watch for
Jesus. In this service, Watching for the Messiah, we
wait with the people of Israel, who spent centuries
looking for the promised Messiah to come, and with the
priest Zechariah, whose son would prepare the way for
Jesus. Specially selected hymns, a sermon, thematic
Scripture verses and hymns will help us as we eagerly
anticipate this Advent our Savior’s arrival on Christmas.
Supper: LYC

12-2

1st Weekend in Advent – Holy Communion – 6:00 p.m.
Genesis 3:1-15 – “The Promise First Given”
“Man has fallen and is need of a Savior, and God
immediately promises to send one.”

12-3

1st Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion – 10:00 a.m.
Contemporary Service “Make Your Name Known
Among Your Adversaries” Isaiah 64:1-9

12-6

Midweek II – 6:30 p.m.
Welcome to Week Two of our Advent and Christmas
worship series, Keeping Watch, as we keep watch for
Jesus. In this service, Watching for the Messiah, we
wait with the people of Israel, who spent centuries
looking for the promised Messiah to come, and with the
priest Zechariah, whose son would prepare the way for
Jesus. Specially selected hymns, a sermon, thematic
Scripture verses and hymns will help us as we eagerly
anticipate this Advent our Savior’s arrival on Christmas.
Supper: Stewardship Board
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ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE CONTINUED
Sunday & Midweek
12-9/10

2nd Sunday in Advent
Luke 1:5-17 – “The Promise Foretold”
“Zechariah is left speechless when he learns he will have
a son who will prepare the way for the Lord.”

12-13

Midweek III – 6:30 p.m.
Welcome to Week Three of our Advent and Christmas
worship series, Keeping Watch, as we keep watch for
Jesus. In this service, Watching for the Lamb, we wait
with the prophet Malachi of old and with John the
Baptist, who waited to behold the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. Specially selected
hymns, a sermon, a thematic Scripture verses and hymns
will help us as we eagerly anticipate this Advent
beholding the Lamb of God on Christmas.
Supper: Contemporary Service Group

12-16/17

3rd Sunday in Advent - “The Promise Given”
Luke 1:26-38
“Mary is humbled when she learns that God has chosen
her to be the mother of the promised Savior.”

12-17

S.S. Children’s Christmas Service – 6:30 p.m.

12-20

Midweek IV – 6:30 p.m.
Welcome to Week Four of our Advent and Christmas
worship series, Keeping Watch, as we keep watch for
Jesus. In this service, Watching for the Lamb, we wait
with the prophet Malachi of old and with John the
Baptist, who waited to behold the Lamb of God who
takes away the sins of the world. Specially selected
hymns, a sermon, a children’s sermon, thematic
Scripture verses and hymns will help us as we eagerly
anticipate this Advent beholding the Lamb of God on
Christmas.
Supper: Sunday School
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ADVENT – CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE CONTINUED
Sunday & Midweek
12-23/24

4th Sunday in Advent – Holy Communion
Matthew 1:18-25 – “The Promise Verified”
“Joseph’s fears are laid to rest when an angel assures
him that the child conceived in Mary is the promised
Savior!”

12-24

Christmas Eve Service – 6:00 p.m.
Candlelight Service – 11:00 p.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated

12-25

Christmas Day Service – 9:30 a.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated
10:30 a.m. – Jesus’ Birthday Cake

12-30/31

First Sunday After Christmas – Holy Communion

12-31

New Year’s Eve Service – 6:00 p.m.
Holy Communion Celebrated
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2017 ADVENT SUPPERS
This year will be four Midweek Advent Services, November 29,
December 6, 13 and 20. The services will be preceded by a supper
served by one of Zion’s boards or organizations. The menu will vary,
with each group determining what they will serve. A free will offering
will be received and go toward a project designated by the serving
group. The suppers will begin at 5:30 p.m. This is a time for
fellowship as we prepare to worship.
The schedule includes:
November 29
LYC
December 6
Stewardship Board
December 13
Contemporary Service Group
December 20
Sunday School
You are encouraged to join your Brothers and Sisters in Christ for
Christian fellowship and a fine meal together.

NEW YEAR’S EVE WORSHIP
You are invited and encouraged to join us on New Year’s Eve as we
celebrate the blessings of 2017 and look forward to God’s blessing
2018. We will gather together for worship on Sunday evening,
December 31 at 6:00 p.m. Holy Communion will also be celebrated
during this worship as we prepare for the coming year. Join us and
invite a neighbor or friend who may not have a church home.
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December 10, 2017 – 3:00 p.m.
Mason - Lindhart Funeral Home will a “Service of
Remembrance” on December 10, 2017 at 3:00 p.m. in the Funeral
Home Chapel. This service is a time for family and friends to come
together to remember loved ones who have died this past year. It is a
time to remember that they are not alone in their grief but are
surrounded by a compassionate community and loving God.
The service will include hymns, special music, readings, and a
brief message by Pastor Raether. There will be a listing of those who
have died during the past year.
A time for refreshments, fellowship and sharing will take place
following the service. We invite you to join us for this special and
moving service as you continue to demonstrate your compassion and
the love of Christ.
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BIBLE STUDIES AT ZION
The study of God’s Word is essential to spiritual growth. Zion
continues to offer a number of different Bible Studies throughout the
week. You are encouraged to join us in any of the following Bible
studies.
8:45 A.M. SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
“BECAUSE OF BETHLEHEM”: A remarkable gift can arrive in an
unremarkable package. One did in Bethlehem more than 2,000
years ago. No one expected God to come the way He did. Yet
the way He came was every bit as important as the coming
itself. The manger is the message and we invite you to our
Advent/Christmas Sunday morning Adult study of 'Because of
Bethlehem' by Max Lucado. Join us on Sundays in December
at 8:45 a.m. in Room W17 (end of the west hallway near the
fellowship hall entrance).
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY – The youth meet for Bible Study in the
Youth Room over the kitchen every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. The
topic varies from week to week centering on the issues that
affect our young people and strengthening their faith.
OTHER BIBLE STUDIES:
TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY will be continuing
their Quest of intimacy and relationship with God through their
current Beth Moore study. We meet on Tuesdays at 9:15 a.m.
or 6:30 p.m. and all women of Zion and friends are always
invited to join in!
WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets at 10:00
a.m. in the Narthex next to the office.
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The Men’s Bible Breakfast will meet on Saturday, December 16 at 7:00
a.m. at Millers Landing. We meet at Millers Landing and enjoy
breakfast ordered from the menu. This will be our Christmas Breakfast
and wives are invited to attend. There will be a special study on the
Christmas story or season led by Pastor Aaron. Join us as we celebrate
the birth of our Lord and Savior.

60 Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes were completed and sent on
their way to the hands of little ones around the world! Thank you to
everyone for the contributions of money, boxes and prayers!! God will
use this ministry to allow more children to come closer to Him!

The January Newsletter deadline will be Monday, December 18th at
noon. Please turn your items in by the 18th. Thank you.
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
November 13, 2017 - 8:00 p.m.
_________________________________________________________
The November 13, 2017 meeting of Zion Lutheran Church Council was
called to order at 7:59 p.m. by President Jim Helvick. There were 8
members present. Pastor Aaron led the opening prayer. The minutes
from the October 9, 2017 meeting were approved as printed.
REPORTS:
Stewardship: Jodi Pedersen had no report.
Education: Dawn Parle reported that Kristy Smith will oversee the
Sunday school Christmas program this year.
Evangelism: No report
LWML: no report
Youth Board: no report
MSC Treasurer: the printed report was reviewed. Fred Arndt made a
motion to accept the report as printed. Dawn Parle seconded the
motion. Motion carried.
MSC Financial Secretary: the printed report was reviewed. Jodi
Pederson made a motion to accept the report as printed. Marilyn
Kuehnast seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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Trustees: Adam Parle reported that they are waiting on the electrician
to do the wiring before the new handicapped entrance door is installed.
Elders: Dave Torkelson reported that they are looking at consolidating
the committee meetings to just two Monday’s a month.
Pastor Aaron reported that Pastor Kyle will be spending Thanksgiving
with family. There will be a Thanksgiving Eve service and that there
will be 4 Advent services this year, beginning November 29, 2017.
There will be one more wedding on December 16, 2017.
MSC Dave Torkelson made a motion to approve the purchase of a used
computer to do the video editing as the one we now have had quit
working. Jodi Pedersen seconded the motion. Motion carried.
MSC Unfinished business: Fred Arndt made a motion to accept the
ballot of officers as printed. Election will take place December 2/3,
207. Dave Torkelson seconded the motion. Motion carried.
New business: no new business.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:19 p.m. We
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.

Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Marilyn Kuehnast<><
Secretary
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The 2017 Congregation Elections will be held before and after worship
services on December 2 and 3. All communicant members of Zion
who are 18 years of age and older are voting members and can vote. A
slate of candidates can be found in this newsletter and has been posted
on the bulletin board in the Narthex. You can cast your ballot by going
to the Narthex on Saturday Night or Fellowship Hall on Sunday,
signing in and receiving your ballot. The Nominating Committee will
oversee the balloting and answer any of your questions. Candidates
will be notified of the election results by letter the first part of the week,
with the results published in the bulletin on December 9 and 10.
Please take time to review the candidates and then vote on December 2
or 3. Newly elected officers will be installed during the Worship
Service on December 10.

POINSETTIAS FOR ZION’S CHRISTMAS
The Evangelism Board wishes to thank everyone who purchased
Poinsettias to be used in the Sanctuary during the Advent and
Christmas season. Poinsettias add beauty to our Sanctuary and worship
as we celebrate our Lord’s birth.
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CHRISTMAS CAROLING
'Sing a joyful noise unto the Lord' on Sunday, December 10th by
caroling with Zion members! We'll be meeting in the west entrance to
the Fellowship Hall at 5:00 p.m. and proceeding to the North Care
Center (5:10), South Care Center (5:40) and long-term care unit (6:05)
finishing at Springvale (6:20 & 6:40 – north side – then south side).
Bring your Santa hats, jingle bells and friends and join in for a couple
hours of fun! Call Judy (890-1133) for more details! The Jr. LYC (5th8th grade) will be joining them for caroling!

God Bless you throughout the Advent and Christmas Season!!!! The
CD ministry delivers Cd’s and bulletins every week to our shut-ins. If
you need a CD or know of someone who does, please call the church
office at 332-3279 or me.
In Christ's Service,
Loretta Grebner – 332-3806
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ZION LUTHERAN SUNDAY SCHOOL
CHILDREN'S CHRISTMAS SERVICE
“The Shepherd’s Christmas” is our theme for this year’s Children’s
Christmas Service. Come celebrate the Christmas Story with us! Our
practice schedule is listed below. Thanks for bringing your children to
the practices and Sunday school as we will be learning songs for our
service. If you will not be able to join us for the Christmas program,
please let your teacher or the office know, so we can plan accordingly
for speaking parts. We greatly enjoy working with your child and look
forward to a wonderful celebration!
Practice schedule for Sunday School Children’s Service:
(Each Sunday morning during Sunday School music)
Saturday, December 9 – 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Saturday, December 16 – 9:00-11:00 a.m.
Sunday, December 17 – Sunday School – Dress rehearsal for Service
Sunday, December 17 – 6:30 p.m. SS Children’s Christmas Service
(Please have children arrive at 6:00 p.m. in the Fellowship Hall.)

SUNDAY SCHOOL LFS BLUE OFFERING BAGS
A Lutheran Family Service blue offering bag will be sent home with
the Sunday School children on December 3. Take a few minutes
during this busy holiday season to use this devotional tool and come
together as a family as you celebrate the coming birth of our Savior.
The blue bag offering bag should be returned the night of the
Children’s Christmas Service on December 17. Please tie the bags
loosely and not in a knot so they can be reused next year.
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YOUTH GROUP NEWS

LYC:
The LYC served the Thanksgiving Dinner for the ‘over 70’ members of
the congregation on November 19. The entertainment that night was
provided by youth in the form of Bunco. Thank you to all the youth for
working the event and for all the adults for attending.
The LYC hosted the first Advent meal on November 29 at 5:30 p.m.
We will be having our Christmas party gathering on Wednesday,
December 20 following the Advent service.
Youth, please feel free to join the group on Sunday mornings at 8:45
a.m. in the youth room.

JR. LYC:
Jr. LYC met in the fellowship hall on November 8 at 5:30 p.m. for a
meal and games. The event took place before Confirmation and other
similar events will periodically happen for the rest of the year.
On Sunday, December 10 we will have a meal of pizza at 4:30 p.m. in
Zion’s Fellowship Hall and then we will go Christmas Caroling with
Zion members. We will meet in the west entrance to the Fellowship
Hall at 5:00 p.m. for caroling and proceed to the North Care Center
(5:10), South Care Center (5:40) and long-term care unit (6:05)
finishing at Springvale (6:20 & 6:40 – north side – then south side).
Bring your Santa hats, jingle bells and friends and join in for a couple
hours of fun! Following the caroling we will have Hot Cocoa back in
Zion’s Fellowship Hall.
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Script Cards as gifts!
Jr. LYC has been doing a fundraiser using Scrip cards. They are
always for sale in the church office, but also we are selling them after
church on the first and third Sunday of the month. We are doing script
cards through Caseys, Hy-Vee, and Fareway. We also have three $25
Maxx/Marshalls/HomeGoods cards available.
Proceeds go toward
funding the adventures of the group.
Consider buying some cards as Christmas gifts or, some people even
use the card for budgeting and for known monthly expenses.
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New Members At Zion Lutheran Church

BY BAPTISM
Marielle Lane Davisson – 11/24/2017

BY TRANSFER
Andy and Shana Manteufel from The Lutheran Church of Our Savior,
Windom, Minnesota – 11/21/2017
Marvel Coney from Divine Shepherd Lutheran Church, Black Hawk,
South Dakota – 11/14/2017

Welcome to our church family!
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Brand Luther by Andrew Petegree
Reviewed by Vic Meyer

His father wanted him to become a
lawyer; however, God had different plans
for Martin Luther. This book is a
historically accurate account of the events
in Martin Luther’s life that started the
Reformation.
A recurring thought I had as I read and
reflected on this book was an
appreciation of the Holy Spirit’s work in
bringing Luther’s life and the utilization
of the printing press together to spread
the Gospel.
Most of us know about Luther’s life in the monastery and his struggle
with doctrine and church practices. Indulgences, relics, and so on
troubled him. Also, we know about Luther posting of the 95 Theses,
being branded an outlaw, taking refuge at Wartburg, and his return to
Wittenberg. This book details these important events in an easy read,
interesting style.
Beside the historic events of the Reformation, this book included the
more personal side of Luther. Denouncing his monastery vow of
celibacy, he married Katy who was a nun. Together, they had 8
children, 4 whom reached adulthood. Katy and his marriage blossomed
into a partnership of real depth and touching devotion. He was a
devoted father who was directly involved in the children’s upbringing.
Christian education was a priority. Luther’s family life always
provided a welcome refuge against any crisis or event that happened in
his later life.
Amazing, just think, within five years of nailing the 95 Theses on the
door of the Wittenberg Castle Church, Luther became the most
published author in Europe! God used him and the advent of the
printing press to spread his word in its truth and purity. I encourage
you to read this book.
20
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2017 BALLOT ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH, HUMBOLDT, IOWA
President (One year term; must be a male voting member)
Jim Helvick*
Vice President (One year term; must be a male voting member)
Fred Arndt*
Secretary (One year term)
____ Marilyn Kuehnast*
Assistant Financial Secretary (Two year term, second year becomes
Financial Secretary)
____ Leonard Bremer
Board of Elders (Elect 4 to a three year term; must be a male voting member)
Jeff Friesth*
____ Jim Gronbach*
____ Bruce Reimers*
____ Cory Donahe
____ Dana Hesse
Board of Trustees (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ David Knight*
____ Will Clough
Board for Stewardship(Elect 2 to a three year term and 1 to a two year term)
____ Gary Peyton*
____ Marcus Mundt
Board for Christian Education (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Dee Hesse*
____ Darla Opheim*
____ Brianne Haukoos
Board for Evangelism (Elect 2 to a three year term)
____ Pam Davis*
____ Amy Nostrom*
Cemetery Committee (Elect 1 to a five year term)
Daryl Kuehnast*
____ Gary Kuehnast
Nominating Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term)
LeRoy Jorgensen*
Auditing Committee (Elect 1 to a three year term)
Jana Bratland*
* Incumbent
The election of officers will be held on December 2 & 3 before and after
services in the Fellowship Hall. All communicant members who are 18 years
and older are eligible to vote.
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ZION PRESCHOOL
The first Thursday and Friday in November parent conferences were
held at preschool. We had good participation by our families.
Laura helped the children prepare the table decorations for our
Thanksgiving Devotion with our families. The children will sing some
songs accompanied by Pastor Kyle on the guitar. Pastor Kyle will give
a short devotion and then the children and their guests will have a snack
together in the fellowship hall.
Ashley from the public library read books to us about feelings.
We celebrated five new four olds during the month of November.
Along with making preparations for Thanksgiving the children have
been working on decorations for Christmas. We will have a tree at the
Methodist Church Walk and one in the narthex of our church by the
ushers closet.
At this busy time of year we are thankful for our many blessings that
we enjoy.
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CONFIRMATION WILL BEGIN FOLLOWING THE ADVENT
SERVICES (around 7:15 p.m.) during the Advent Season starting
Wednesday, November 29. We remind the confirmands that the
Advent Worship service is part of the class and for some it is a time to
complete sermon outlines. This schedule will be four Wednesdays in
November 29, December 6, 13, & 20. The last Confirmation class for
2017 will be December 20. Confirmation will resume on January 3,
2018 at 7:00 p.m. after the Christmas break.

Christmas Basket/Boxes Ministry
The Humboldt County Ministerial Association sponsors the
county Christmas Basket/Boxes Ministry, which provides Christmas
Baskets to the needy of Humboldt County. The baskets include that
which is necessary for a Christmas meal and gifts of clothing for the
family.
This year, Zion Lutheran will again be filling Christmas baskets
for needy families in Humboldt County.
Zion does not have a line item in the budget for this ministry. If
you wish to support this project, please place your monetary gift in an
envelope marked “Christmas Boxes” and include your offering
envelope number if you would like this gift to be entered as offering for
the year. You can drop this offering off at the church office or in the
offering plate during our worship. Or you can mail your donation to:
Christmas Food Box Program, Humboldt County Ministerial
Association, 2219 220th St., Humboldt, IA 50548.
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Jr. LYC Fundraiser
JR. LYC Scrip Program: Orders are being taken for Scrip Cards the 1st and
3rd Sunday of the month. By buying groceries or gas, or giving them as gifts
support the Jr. LYC. These also make great Christmas Gifts. The following
cards allow Jr. LYC to make a reasonable profit.
1- Fareway – 3 percent back

2- Hy-Vee – 5 percent back
3- Casey’s – 3 percent back
We have three $25 Maxx/Marshalls/HomeGoods cards available.
would make great Christmas gifts.

They

If you have changed your phone number or are now using only a cell
number, have a new e-mail address, or have moved and have a new
physical address, please contact the church office at
zion@goldfieldaccess.net or 332-3279 with your new phone number, email address, and physical address. Thank you.

Plan to donate blood on Monday, December 4 at the Humboldt
Community BLOOD DRIVE sponsored by Humboldt Co. Memorial
Hospital Auxiliary. The Drive will be held in Zion’s Fellowship Hall
from 1-6 p.m. Eligible blood donors must be at least 16 years old,
should weigh at least 120 pounds and should be in general good health.
Eat a regular meal before donating blood and bring your blood donor
card or photo ID. For more information about blood donation or to
schedule an appointment please contact LifeServe Blood Center at
(800)287-4903 or online at www.lifeservebloodcenter.org.
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LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTION
The Congregations of the Iowa District West, LC-MS, provide copies
of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, the official publication of the LC-MS,
to all members. The cost for an individual subscription is $22.67. We
ask that you consider reimbursing the congregation for the cost of your
subscription. Please place your offering in an envelope marked
Lutheran Witness Subscription with your envelope number. Thanks!
If you are not receiving the LUTHERAN WITNESS and would
like to, please notify the church office.

"Teaching, Living, Sharing Serving,
Jesus Christ, God's Son, Our Savior"

Next year the Quilt Auction will be held on July 7. With the 4th of July
during that week, the auxiliary hopes it will attract some new buyers.
Interviews are being conducted by the Executive Board for the position
of Camp Manager. Doug Kading has held this position for over 20
years and will be hard to replace. The new Discover Building is
receiving some reservations for its use in 2018. The Cans for Camp
project is a tremendous success with many supporting it this year. We
are over $700.00 for the Camp to use. Thank you to Zion.
Camp Okoboji Representatives,
Ron and Mary Stolle
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Thanks to the officers and women of the LWML who have contributed
and served this past year. Let us continue to Serve the Lord with
Gladness.
Co-Chairs Joyce Thompson and Marilyn Kuehnast

A BIG Thank You to all who work and donate time, talents and
treasures to the Gemütlichkeit German Dinner. We have wonderful
people here and a generous God who works wonders in our midst.
The Gemütlichkeit Committee
Gemütlichkeit Committee Members: Please submit all bills you have
ASAP after the dinner to Cheryl Miller, I need to supply a statement
showing income/expenses as soon as possible to Thrivent so we can
received the supplemental funds. Thank you.
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ZION LWML NEWS

LWML General Meeting
October 12, 2017 – 9:30 a.m.
Zion Lutheran Women's Missionary League General Meeting,
Thursday, October 12, 2017.
Opening Devotions were given by Judy Harklau, Christian Life Chair.
We all enjoyed the delicious food prepared by our ladies before our
meeting.
Mary Stolle read the minutes of the July Meeting. The Treasurers
report was explained by Cheryl Miller. Mite box collection was
received and devotions given by Joyce Thompson on Psalm 51.
Allison Ripperger, Humboldt Zone President, reported on the 75th
National Convention in New Mexico. We all enjoyed her report and
had a few laughs to go along with it. If we want to read the serious part
of the convention, we can pick up a copy of the Lutheran's Women's
Quarterly. In 75 years, the LWML has raised 100 million dollars for
missions. There were 100 people from IDW that attended with 20
being delegates.
The Human Care/Mission Committee, Bev Allbaugh and Joan Arnold
reported that the snack paks were sent to college students at a cost of
$131.08. The committee will be saving food for the food pantry this
month.
Camp Okoboji no longer needs plastic sacks for now. We will begin
collecting them again when they let us know more are needed.
The Gemutlichkeit Committee has been meeting and will have
information out for everyone very soon.
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Table Cloth laundering was discussed.
We received an invitation to LWML Guest Night at Trinity Lutheran Deer Creek. Monday, November 6th at 7 pm. Jan Moench Helgeson
will share her mission work in Mexico.
A ballot for officers this coming year needs a vice president and
secretary. It will be presented next month.
A list of last year’s Missions that we voted on to receive Gemutlichkeit
funds, was read by Marilyn. Other suggestions were received from the
ladies. We will vote on them next meeting.
Our Christmas party this year will be held at Lutheran Family Service,
230 9th Ave. N., Fort Dodge at 9:30 a.m. on December 7th. We will
carpool at the church by 9:00.
November 9 - Meeting. Hostesses: Juanita Skow, Mary Stolle, and
Doris Gillespie.
November 21 - Bingo at North Care, December 5th - Bingo at South
Care.
Meeting closed with the Lord's Prayer.
Mary Stolle, Secretary

The LWML is looking for anyone interested and willing to help serve
on the Altar Guild (Communion Set-up and Dusting & Pressing).
Please sign up on the sheets that are on the LWML bulletin board in the
Narthex. Also, if you would be willing to be a hostess for one of the
LWML monthly meetings, please sign up on the sheet for that. These
committees will be serving for the 2018 year. Thank you to all who are
willing to serve. Your help is appreciated!

There are sign-up sheets on the LWML bulletin board for anyone who
did not sign up previously to furnish a cake or salad or to help serve at
funerals. Please do not sign up if you already have. Thank you.
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LWML 2018 elected officers:
Co-Chairs: Joyce Thompson, Marilyn Kuehnast
Secretary: Mary Stolle
Treasurer: Cheryl Miller
Installation of LWML officers will be December 10 during the church
service.

LWML 2017 Charities:
The following charities will be receiving proceeds from the 2017
Gemütlichkeit Luncheon:
Beacon of Hope, Fort Dodge, IA
Camp Okoboji – Discover CAMPaign
Hurricane Relief
Lutheran Family Service
Lutheran Hour – St. Louis, MO
Mission Central, Mapleton, IA
Orphan Grain Train
Pastor Aaron
Pastor Kyle
The following are tied:
Concordia Seminary – St. Louis, MO
Haiti Lutheran Mission Society
KJYL, Christian radio station, Eagle Grove, IA
Lutheran Braille Workers, Yucaipa, CA
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December 7, 2017 - 9:30 a.m.
Zion Ladies:
You are invited to the LWML Christmas
Party being held Thursday, December 7. Please
be at the church to car pool down to Lutheran
Family Service Ministry Center, 230 9th Ave. N.,
Fort Dodge. We will be leaving at 9:30 a.m. so we
can arrive there by 10:00 a.m.
We will also be doing an ingathering of
diapers in support of the Per Program for the
young mothers and their babies in the LFS’s Mom
Talk Group. Especially needed are diapers for
sizes 5, 6, pullups and baby wipes.
Looking forward to an enjoyable time.
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DECEMBER MISSION NOTES
Our December mission project is collecting monetary donations and
Wal-Mart gift cards for Mission Central in Mapleton, Iowa. They use
the cards to purchase inventory items and perishable items that are
needed to support our mission team there. If you prefer to donate
money toward the gift cards, please put your donation in an envelope
marked Mission Central and leave it in the church office or in the
offering plate. Mission Central provides support for worldwide
missionary work of the Lutheran Church Missouri Synod. In addition
to monetary support, they ask for prayers for our missionaries in the
mission field. We also ask that you think and pray for Pastor Carl
Hanson and family in Hong Kong, which our church supports through
Mission Central.

Thank you for all the donations given in October for the Humboldt
County Food Pantry. They are much appreciated!

LWML Mission Committee:
Marian Anderson, Bev Allbaugh, Joan Arnold
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR DECEMBER
ELDERS: Tom Johnson, Roger Heiter,
Bruce Reimers, Jeff Friesth
COUNTERS: Kevin Grebner, Gary Peyton
ALTAR GUILD: DP – Joyce Thompson
C – Joyce Thompson, Mary Ann Johnson,
Cheryl Miller, Heather MacLeod

GEMÜTLICHKEIT LUNCHEON - DECEMBER 2 11:00 A.M.-1:30 P.M.

LWML BINGO AT SOUTH CARE CENTER DECEMBER 5 - 2:00 P.M.

CHRISTMAS PARTY - DECEMBER 7 - 9:30 A.M.
at LFS in Fort Dodge
Marilyn Kuehnast, Cheryl Miller
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
Advent I – 6:30 p.m.
November
29 – Ben Kuehnast
December
10:00 a.m.

2 – Kirsten Kuehnast
3 – Kinzie Peyton

Advent I – 6:30 p.m.
December
6 – Nathan Kuehnast
December

9 – Grace Smith
10 – Shyan Stein

Advent II - 6:30 p.m.
December
13 – Dylan Vaudt
December

16 – Lydia Witzke
17 – Sam Bohan

Advent III - 6:30 p.m.
December
20 – Levi Bonnstetter
December
23 – Braden Cameron
Christmas Eve
10:00 a.m.
24 – Christian Lee
6:00 p.m.
24 – Owen MacLeod
11:00 p.m.
24 – No Acoltye
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR DECEMBER
CONTINUED
Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m.
December
25 – Hannah Maschino
December
30 – Fin Mason
New Year’s Eve
10:00 a.m.
31 – Christian Ohm
6:00 p.m.
31 – Jack Opheim
ACOLYTE SCHEDULE FOR JANUARY
January

6 – Liam Peterson
7 – Keely Place

January

13 – Ty Schluter
14 – Carter Soenen

January

20 – Collin Vik
21 – Peyton Weers

January

27 – Jackson Chambers
28 – Jordan Coon

If you are unable to Acolyte on the date scheduled please arrange for a
substitute and notify the church office by the Wednesday before the
weekend you are schedule to Acolyte.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2017
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Advent Service – 6:30 p.m.
November
29 – Greg & Cindy Vik - E
Greg & Kerry Anderson - W
December

3 – Aric & Laura Lange - E
Dave & Pat Stein - W

Advent Service – 6:30 p.m.
December
6 – Wayne & Diane Lehman - E
Lincoln & Dawn Mason - W
December

10 – Kevin & Marilyn Lehrman - E
William & Laura Schaffer - W

Advent Service - 6:30 p.m.
December
13 – Lyle & Mary Gronbach - E
Bruce & Becky Ruby - W
December

17 – John & Diane Opheim - E
Mike & Barb Zabel - W

Sunday School Children’s Christmas Service - 6:30 p.m.
December
17 – LYC - E
LYC - W
Advent Service- 6:30 p.m.
December
20 – Bruce & Sue Reimers - E
Dean Schnetzer & Kevin Zinnel - W
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR DECEMBER 2017 CONTINUED
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------Christmas Eve - 10:00 a.m.
December
24 – R - E
D-W
Christmas Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
24 – Brent & Sue Kuehnast - E
Dan & Dawn Parle - W
Christmas Day - 9:30 a.m.
December
25 – Daryl & Sharon Kuehnast - E
LeRoy & Jan Jorgensen - W
New Year’s Eve - 10:00 a.m.
December
31 – R - E
D-W
New Year’s Eve - 6:00 p.m.
December
31 – Kent & Dee Stern - E
Phil & Janice Monson - W
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------GREETERS FOR JANUARY 2018
-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------January
7 – Joel & Susan Rutz - E
Scot & Colleen Slaikeu - W
January

14 – Mert & Carol Christiansen - E
Ed & Tracy Newman - W

January

21 – Jeff & Carmella Friesth - E
Mark & Jodi Giddings - W

January

28 – Tom & Marci Reimers - E
Ron & LaDonna Volf – W
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ZION LECTOR SCHEDULE FOR
DECEMBER & JANUARY
December
December
December
December
December

3 – LeRoy Jorgensen
10 – Tim McCartan
14 – Randy Moench
24 – Doug Van Pelt (Christmas Eve)
31 – Don Waderich (New Year’s Eve)

January
January
January
January

7 – Mike Blair
14 – Leonard Bremer
21 – Kerry Burmeister
28 – Bruce Gunderson

USHERS FOR
DECEMBER 10, 2017 THROUGH JANUARY 7, 2018:
HEAD USHERS:
Kevin Lehrman, Russ Naeve
USHERS: Arielle Naeve, Levi Naeve,
William Schaffer
(Note: Includes Midweek Advent Services on Wednesday, December
13 and 20 @ 6:30 p.m.; (2) Christmas Eve Services on December 24 @
6:00 p.m. & 11:00 p.m.; Christmas Day Service on December 25 @
9:30 a.m.; and New Year's Eve Service on December 31 @ 6:00 p.m.)
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DECEMBER
2017
FLOWER CALENDAR

DECEMBER 3 – Cyndi Anderson
10 – Roger & Marlys Johnson
17 – Bruce & Linda Gunderson
24 – Kevin Zinnel
31 – LeRoy & Jan Jorgensen

LUTHERAN HOUR
DECEMBER 3 – Reimers Family
10 – Roger & Marlys Johnson
17 – Arnold & Mildred Torkelson
24 – Lorraine Westfall
31 – Kenny & Jana Bratland
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12/2 – Camryn McNicol
12/2 – Diane Vodraska
12/3 – Linda Coon
12/3 – Kyle Larsen
12/3 – Sarah Schluter
12/3 – Dustin Skow
12/4 – Weston Milledge
12/4 – Doreen Miller
12/4 – Lee Smith
12/5 – Marian Anderson
12/5 – Diane Lehman
12/5 – Sydnie Sandven
12/5 – Becky Terwilliger
12/6 – Jim Kirchhoff
12/6 – David Stein Jr.
12/6 – Andy Zinnel
12/7 – Duke Beenken
12/7 – Mason Leeper
12/7 – Leone Rowe
12/9 – Wendy Johnson
12/9 – Timothy Ohm
12/10 – Marlys Johnson
12/10 – Chris Kirchhoff
12/10 – Danette Miller
12/10 – Marci Reimers
12/11 – Mia Schluter
12/12 – Andrea Harms
12/12 – Savanna Huseman
12/12 – Laura Van Asten
12/12 – Jacey Vodraska
12/13 – Jack Opheim
12/13 – Kevin Skow

12/13 – Joni Torkelson
12/15 – Korie Emick
12/15 – Richard Hegna
12/15 – Josh Meyer
12/15 – Kayli Ohm
12/15 – Kahne Ubben
12/16 – Linda Meyer
12/16 – Evan Smith
12/16 – Denny Vaudt
12/17 – Becky Prior
12/17 – Kay Kollmorgen
12/18 – Kacey Donahe
12/18 – Linda Gunderson
12/19 – Donna Hassett
12/19 – Emily Zaugg
12/20 – Tiffani Markla
12/20 – Chad Vaudt
12/21 – Leo Kuehnast
12/22 – Karen Andersen
12/22 – Brayleigh Angstrom
12/22 – Jackson Chambers
12/22 – Carole Lonning
12/22 – Jeff Oatman
12/22 – Denise Ropte
12/22 – Jenna Wohlers
12/22 – D. Keel Zinnel
12/23 – Arlene Moritz
12/24 – Connor Fiddler
12/24 – Derek Stein
12/25 – LeRoy Jorgensen
12/25 – John Kollmorgen
12/26 – Anjali Ganesh
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DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS CONTINUED
12/26 – Janice Monson
12/26 – Janell Smith
12/27 – Sylvia Milledge
12/28 – Dayton Ruby
12/28 – Tammy Vinsand
12/28 – Adam Wilhelm
12/29 – Leah Frieden

12/31 – Craig Buddenhagen
12/31 – Larry Kirchhoff
12/31 – Sawyer Kirchhoff
12/31 – Randy Moench
12/31 – Lindsay Ruebel
12/31 – Alecia Tille

Happy Birthday & Merry Christmas!
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DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES
December 2, 1972 - Kevin & Marilyn Lehrman
December 6, 1975 - Larry & Marlys Lane
December 6, 2008 - Derek & Kaity Van Asten
December 8, 1962 - Marvin & Linda Meyer
December 10, 1977 - Duane & Cheryl Janssen
December 11, 1960 - Roger & Marlys Johnson
December 12, 2012 - Larry & Louise Hauck-Chinn
December 12, 1998 - Wayne & Melissa Oatman
December 13, 2008 - Andy & Amanda Paul
December 13, 1953 - Arnold & Mildred Torkelson
December 14, 1958 - Al & Marilyn Hippen
December 16, 1972 - Denny & Becky Vaudt
December 19, 1954 - Lowell & Vanetta Heggen
December 21, 1958 - Douglas & Phyllis Lundberg
December 22, 2009 - Derek & Alecia Tille
December 23, 1971 - Dr. Gary & Kathy Gonnerman
December 29, 1990 - David & Joni Torkelson
December 30, 1961 - LeRoy & Janice Jorgensen
December 30, 1994 - William & Laura Schaffer
December 31, 2005 - Joe & Amber Olson

42

