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Happy New Years! New Years is often a time when people look at
themselves, and reevaluate different aspects of their lives. If there is
something they are doing they think they shouldn’t, they decide they
should stop. If they see something they haven’t done they should
probably start doing, then they choose to make a change for the better,
and so they decide on their New Year’s resolutions!
I’m curious how often people actually stick to their New Year’s
resolutions. I’ve heard a lot of jokes about them in the past. One of my
favorites is “This year my New Year’s resolution is to keep the one I
made last year!” There is a lot of truth to it. I don’t know if there is
anyone who has perfectly kept to their resolutions. I know I don’t.
Read more, watch less television, eat healthier, work out more, read the
Bible more, spend time volunteering, these are all admirable resolutions
to make. But it is so easy to fall short of the huge goals we make for
ourselves, and then we feel like we’ve failed and there isn’t any reason
to keep going.
But regardless of how well you stick to the goals you set for
yourselves, because you’re human you will fall short at some aspect.
None of us can be perfect in every aspect of our lives. And here is
where you find comfort, in that Jesus has made you perfect before God
the Father. We just celebrated Jesus’s birthday. Actually, we’re still
celebrating it because this is still the Christmas season.
Jesus came to earth, was born of the Virgin Mary, to live the perfect
life that you’re incapable of. Because of this, Jesus was able to pay for
all of your sins by His death on the cross. Because He died on the
cross, all your shortcomings and failures have been wiped away.
2

They have been covered by His blood, and now when God the Father
looks at you, He doesn’t see your sin but instead He sees that you have
been cleansed by Jesus. You are not the same sinful person you were
before, but because of Jesus dying on the cross and also rising again to
defeat death, you are a new creation.
2nd Corinthians 5:17 says: “Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a
new creation. The old has passed away; behold, the new has come.”
God has forgiven you of your sins. When He looks at you He no
longer sees your shortcomings and failures, but He sees that you are
His beloved child. And because of this, you have freedom. Freedom
from your sin, and freedom to glorify God with your life. If you want
to make a New Year’s resolution, then by all means do so. It is
commendable to try and live better to glorify God.
But always remember, that when you fail to keep the resolutions you
set for yourself, God has given you the gift of forgiveness. When you
fall short, remember that God’s love for you is not based on your
ability to do all the right things, but is based upon the fact that God is
perfect, and His love for you is perfect as well.
Pastor Kyle
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ANNUAL REPORTS
Annual reports will be presented by the various boards and
committees at the Annual Congregational Meeting. Please turn in your
Annual Report to the church office no later than January 12th. A
complete agenda will be printed and posted prior to the meeting.

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
January 21, 2018 - 11:00 a.m.
The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held on January 21, 2018
beginning at 11:00 a.m. The meeting will include reports from Zion’s
boards and committees; a review of financial report and other
information. Voting membership includes everyone who is a
communicant member of Zion and 18 years of age or older. The
Meeting will be held in the Fellowship Hall.
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“OFFERING ENVELOPES”
The 2018 offering envelopes and have been placed in your mail box. If
you did not receive a set of envelopes, please contact the church office.

LUTHERAN WITNESS SUBSCRIPTIONS
The Congregations of the Iowa District West, LC-MS, provide copies
of the LUTHERAN WITNESS, the official publication of the LC-MS,
to all members. The cost for an individual subscription is $22.67. We
ask that you reimburse the congregation for the cost of your
subscription. Please place your offering in an envelope marked
Lutheran Witness Subscription with your envelope number. Thanks!
If you are not receiving the Lutheran Witness and would like to,
please notify the church office. Also, if you are receiving the Lutheran
Witness and do not want to, please let the church office know. We
thank those who have already reimbursed the congregation.
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ZION LUTHERAN CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
December 11, 2017 - 8:00 p.m.
_______________________________________________________
The December 11, 2017 meeting of Zion Lutheran Church Council was
called to order at 8:00 p.m. by President Jim Helvick. There were ten
members present. Pastor Kyle led the opening prayer. The minutes
from the November 13, 2017 meeting were approved as printed.
Reports:
Stewardship: Jodi Pedersen called her report in that they had served
the Advent supper. They received $264.61 from the freewill offering
and that money will go towards the Altar Candle fund.
Education:
Dawn Parle reported that the preschool held a
Thanksgiving program. The Education Board will, beginning in
January 2018, meet at 6:00 p.m. the second Monday of the month.
Evangelism: Pastor Aaron reported that the Evangelism Board is
looking at reaching out the members who have not been attending
services.
LWML: Marilyn Kuehnast reported that the Gemutlichkeit Luncheon
was again successful. Attendance was down slightly but the donations
were up from last year.
Youth Board:
Jr. LYC along with other members from the
congregation went caroling to the nursing homes, Long Term Care and
Springvale on December 10. The pastors will be combining the classes
once each month and alternating pastoral leadership.
MSC Treasurer: Tim McCartan presented his report. Dawn Parle
made a motion to accept the Treasurer’s report as printed. Fred Arndt
seconded the motion. Motion carried.
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MSC Financial Secretary: Leonard Bremer presented the Financial
Secretary’s report. Fred Arndt made a motion to accept the Financial
Secretary’s report as printed. Tim McCartan seconded the motion.
Motion carried.
Trustees: Adam Parle reported that they are “patiently” waiting for
electrician to come and do the work needed.
Elders: Dave Torkelson reported that all boards will hold their
meetings either on the second Monday or the fourth Monday of each
month, giving the Pastors one more Monday night a month to spend
with their families.
Pastor Aaron: Pastor Aaron reported that he helped with Bailey Coon’s
coming of age ceremony (blessing). He will be conducting the last
wedding of 2017 on Saturday, December 16. He is doing new member
counseling.
Pastor Kyle: Pastor Kyle reported that he will be the Camp Okoboji
Youth Counselor during the July 22-29, 2018 week.
Unfinished Business: there was no unfinished business.
New Business: The Annual Congregational Meeting will be held
immediately following church on January 21, 2018. The next council
meeting will be January 8, 2018 at 8:00 p.m.
Being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:32 p.m. We
closed with the Lord’s Prayer.
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Marilyn Kuehnast <><
Secretary
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BIBLE STUDIES AT ZION
The study of God’s Word is essential to spiritual growth. Zion
continues to offer a number of different Bible Studies throughout the
week. You are welcome to join in any of the following Bible studies.

8:45 A.M. SUNDAY ADULT BIBLE STUDIES
Experience a transformative journey through the Bible by
exploring the beliefs, practices and virtues that every Christian
needs to know and live in a new video-based Bible study
entitled 'Believe - Living the Story of the Bible to Become
like Jesus'. You are invited to attend the Sunday morning study
at 8:45 a.m. in Room W17 (end of the hallway heading to the
fellowship hall) led by Judy Gronbach and beginning on
January 7th. We will be learning how the story of the Bible
helps us think, act and be more like Jesus by examining key
questions, studying scripture and learning practical ways to
apply the concepts to everyday life. As we journey through this
study, one simple truth will become undeniably clear: The story
of God isn't just a story; it changes everything!
YOUTH BIBLE STUDY – The youth meet for Bible Study in the
Youth Room over the kitchen every Sunday at 8:45 a.m. The
topic varies from week to week centering on the issues that
affect our young people and strengthening their faith.
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TUESDAY WOMEN’S BIBLE STUDY Women of Zion and
friends are invited to start the new year with a 7 week study
entitled 'Seamless' by Angie Smith. Seamless covers the
people, places and promises of the Bible, tying them together
into the greater story of Scripture. Participants will gain an
overarching understanding of the fundamental layout and
meaning of God's Word. Seamless helps replace insecurity that
holds participants back with clarity and helping them move
forward with confidence in their understanding of Scripture.
Each week of study features key information that ties all of
scripture together into the seamless truth of the gospel message
and is accompanied by maps, general Bible facts, and word
studies. Contact Angela, Judy or the church office to order a
book as we will begin this study on Tuesday, January 16th at
9:15 a.m. or 6:30 p.m.
WEDNESDAY MORNING LADIES BIBLE CLASS:
The Wednesday Morning Ladies Bible Study meets at 10:00
a.m. in the Narthex next to the office.

MEN’S BIBLE BREAKFAST
Men of the congregation are invited to join us for Men’s Bible
Breakfast on the third Saturday of the month. We meet at “Miller’s
Landing” beginning at 7:00 a.m. We enjoy breakfast, fellowship and a
short Bible Study. You are invited to join us on January 20 for
Christian fellowship.
9

NEWLY ELECTED CHURCH OFFICERS
We thank all those who allowed their name to be submitted for
nomination for an office for the year 2018. Those who were elected
and installed:
President:
Vice President:
Secretary:
Financial Secretary:
Assistant Financial Secretary:
Board of Elders:

Jim Helvick
Fred Arndt
Marilyn Kuehnast
Marian Anderson
Leonard Bremer
Cory Donahe, Jeff Friesth,
Jim Gronbach, Bruce Reimers
Will Clough, David Knight
Marcus Mundt, Gary Peyton
Dee Hesse, Darla Opheim
Pam Davis, Amy Nostrom
Daryl Kuehnast
LeRoy Jorgensen
Jana Bratland

Board of Trustees:
Board for Stewardship:
Board for Christian Education:
Board for Evangelism:
Cemetery Committee:
Nominating Committee:
Auditing Committee:

RECOGNITION OF OUTGOING CHURCH OFFICERS
We thank those who are leaving office for their faithful service to
our Lord and Zion Lutheran Church. They include:
Board of Elders:
Board of Trustees:
Board for Stewardship:

David Torkelson
Brian Ernst
Jerry Bacon
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NEWLY ELECTED L.W.M.L. OFFICERS
We thank all those who allowed their name to be submitted for
nomination for an office for the year 2018. Those who were elected
and installed:
Co-Chairs:
Secretary:
Treasurer:

Joyce Thompson, Marilyn Kuehnast
Mary Stolle
Cheryl Miller

There is a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board for CIRCLE
HOSTESSES and ALTAR GUILD for 2018. Please take time to
sign up for a time that would be convenient for you. Thanks for your
help!
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“Dawning,” a grief support group, meets the first and third
Wednesdays of the month at the Mason-Lindhart Funeral Home (612
2nd Avenue South, Humboldt, Iowa) beginning at 1:30 p.m. Each
session lasts approximately one hour.
The goal of “Dawning” is to help people, who have experienced
the death of a loved one, through the grief process; by assuring them
they are not alone and certain reactions are normal not abnormal,
natural and not unnatural, by discussing the different stages of grief,
that leads participants to accept the loss and move on to the changed or
new life that awaits them. This will be accomplished in group sessions
or as need be through individual counseling.
Each session will give members time to share their experiences.
Ask questions, and find support from one another as we journey to the
dawn of a new day.

The February Newsletter deadline will be Tuesday, January 23rd at
Noon. Please turn your items in by then. Thank you.
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We will be cleaning the kitchen on Saturday, January 20 starting at
8:30 a.m. and hoping to be finished by noon. Rags and soap will be
furnished. Please come if you are available to help. We can find jobs
for everyone!

We at the CD Ministry wish everyone a HAPPY AND PROSPEROUS
NEW YEAR WITH GOD’S BLESSINGS.
In Christ’s Service, Loretta Grebner – 332-3806
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JR. LYC
The Jr. LYC plans to meet on the 2nd Wednesday of the month. Please see
the tentative schedule below for date, meal to serve and activity planned.
If you would have the time to help serve a meal or play a game, please let
Pastor Kyle, 515-269-7839 or Carly Shaw, 515-368-2066 know.
DATE
MEAL
GAME
January 10, 5:30 – Chili, Chicken Noodle Soup & Dessert
February 14, 5:30 –
March 14, 5:30 –
Passover Scavenger Hunt
April 11, 5:30 –
May 9, 5:30 –

FAMILY FUN NIGHT
February 4, 2018
The Board of Evangelism is sponsoring a “Family Fun Day” to be held
Sunday, February 4 following the Contemporary service. There will be
a meal and fun activities. Come spend a fun filled afternoon. Open to
kids of all ages, young and old. Plan now to attend. There will be a
sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.
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ZION PRESCHOOL
The preschoolers were busy in December preparing for Christmas.
They decorated placemats and made picture frames for the tables for
our program. They made ornaments for our trees at Zion and the
Methodist Church.
Ashley from the library read books to us about winter.
The children filled a box with food for a family of four for the
Ministerial Christmas project.
Each child received a wooden reindeer from the family of Jim
Buddenhagen.
The afternoon class shared songs with the people at the hospital. Pastor
Kyle joined us and played the guitar for some of our songs. We had a
snack with our friends and enjoyed visiting with them.
Pastor Kyle shared the Christmas story with our parents and guests and
the children took their turn singing and ringing the bells. We had a
snack together, each family brought goodies to share.
We are looking forward to 2018 and all that it holds for us.
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CONFIRMATION CLASSES resume January 10th at 7:00 p.m.
following the Christmas break. We return to our normal schedule.
Confirmation class should be over by 8:30 p.m.

Jr. LYC Fundraiser
JR. LYC Scrip Program: Orders are taken for Scrip Cards the 1st and 3rd
Sunday of the month. By buying groceries, gas or giving them as gifts you
support the Jr. LYC. The following cards allow Jr. LYC to make a reasonable
profit: 1- Fareway – 3 percent back
2- Hy-Vee – 5 percent back

3- Casey’s – 3 percent back
We also have one $25 T-J-Maxx/Marshalls/HomeGoods card available.
These cards make great gifts while helping our Jr. LYC kids!

If you have changed your phone number or are now using only a cell
number, have a new e-mail address, or have moved and have a new
physical address, please contact the church office at
zion@goldfieldaccess.net or 332-3279 with your new phone number, email address, and physical address. Thank you.
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JANUARY MISSION PROJECT
The Zion LWML Mission project for the month of January is collecting
new bars of soap for Lutheran World Relief to be distributed to those in
need all over the world. Please place your soap in the marked mission
container in the Narthex. Thank you for all your support of our mission
projects.
ATTENTION QUILTERS: Quilting fabric is in the Sunday School
entry way. Anyone interested in sewing quilt tops (60” x 80”) please
help yourself. We will be tying quilts on Tuesdays in FEBRUARY
from 9:00 a.m.-1:30 p.m. starting February 6.
The Mission Committee:
Marian Anderson, Bev Allbaugh, Joan Arnold

The Gemütlichkeit Committee wishes to extend a Big Thank You to
everyone who donated their time, talents, food or money to the
luncheon. Also, thank you to those who served on a new committee
this year and those who were steadfast in serving on their old
committees. We could not have put this all together without the help
and support of everyone. We appreciate everyone’s efforts in this
luncheon. We look forward to working with all of you again next
year.
The Gemütlichkeit Committee:
Carol Christiansen, Lynette Christensen, Jodi Giddings.
Arola Rapple, Mary Stolle, Bev Zinnel
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ASSIGNMENTS FOR JANUARY
ELDERS: Paul Anderson, John Kollmorgen,
Jim Arndt, Bruce Gunderson
COUNTERS: Joel Rutz, Gary Peyton
ALTAR GUILD: DP – Barb Zabel
C – Marlys Johnson, Lynette Christensen

LWML EXECUTIVE BOARD MEETING JANUARY 11 - 10:30 A.M.
LWML GENERAL MEETING NOON POTLUCK - JANUARY 11
NEW EXECUTIVE BOARD HOSTS
LWML KITCHEN CLEANING – JANUARY 20 – 8:30 A.M.

LWML BINGO AT NORTH CARE CENTER JANUARY 16 - 2:00 P.M.
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USHERS FOR JANUARY 14
THROUGH FEBRUARY 4, 2018:
HEAD USHERS: Dan Parle, Randy Clough
USHERS: Adam Parle, Will Clough, Joe Olson

ZION LECTOR SCHEDULE
January
January
January
January

7 – Mike Blair
14 – Leonard Bremer (Life Sunday)
21 – Kerry Burmeister
28 – Bruce Gunderson

February

4 – Jim Helvick
11 – LeRoy Jorgensen
18 – Tim McCartan
25 – Randy Moench

March

4 – Doug Van Pelt

If you are unable to read on the date you are scheduled please arrange for a
substitute and notify the church office at 332-3279 or e-mail
zion@goldfieldaccess.net by the Wednesday morning before the weekend you
are scheduled read. Thank you.
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ACOLYTE SCHEDULE-JANUARY & FEBRUARY
January
6 – Liam Peterson
8:45 a.m.
7 – Keely Place
January

13 – Ty Schluter
14 – Carter Soenen

January

20 – Collin Vik
21 – Peyton Weers

January

27 – Jackson Chambers
28 – Jordan Coon

February

3 – Rylie Donahe
4 – Cade Kirchhoff

February

10 – Ben Kuehnast
11 – Kirsten Kuehnast

Ash Wednesday - 6:30 p.m.
February
14 – Nathan Kuehnast
February

17 – Kinzie Peyton
18 – Grace Smith

Advent – 6:30 p.m.
February
21 – Shyan Stein
February

24 – Dylan Vaudt
25 – Lydia Witzke

Advent – 6:30 p.m.
February
28 – Sam Bohan
March

3 – Levi Bonnstetter
4 – Braden Cameron

If you are unable to Acolyte on the date scheduled please arrange for a
substitute and notify the church office by the Wednesday morning before the
weekend you are schedule to Acolyte.
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--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GREETERS

FOR

JANUARY 2018

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

January

7 – Joel & Susan Rutz - E
Scot & Colleen Slaikeu - W

January

14 – Mert & Carol Christiansen - E
Ed & Tracy Newman - W

January

21 – Jeff & Carmella Friesth - E
Mark & Jodi Giddings - W

January

28 – Tom & Marci Reimers - E
Ron & LaDonna Volf - W

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

GREETERS

FOR

FEBRUARY 2018

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

February

4 – Ryan & Mandy Zwiefel - E
Tyler & Cassie Smith - W

February

11 – Kathryn Ernst & Gail Smith - E
Kerry & Keri Burmeister - W

February

18 – Loretta Grebner & Nadine Hockel - E
Tim & Kristen Fisher - W

February

25 – Ross & Kayla Newton - E
Preston & Jadie Peterson - W
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The Flower and KHBT Lutheran Hour Charts for 2018 are posted
to the south of the east bulletin board in the Narthex. If you would like
to place FLOWERS in the front of the sanctuary on the side stones or
sponsor a LUTHERAN HOUR BROADCAST over KHBT you may
do so by signing up on one of the charts. You may remember an
anniversary, birthday, in memory of a loved one or simply in
thanksgiving for the blessings of our Lord. Please take time and
consider one or both of these opportunities to give thanks and praise to
our gracious Lord.

JANUARY
2018
FLOWER CALENDAR

JANUARY

7 - Open
14 - Open
21 - Molly Peaton
28 - Kevin Zinnel

LUTHERAN HOUR
JANUARY 7 - Open
14 - Open
21 - Open
28 - Open
22

January 1, 1948 - Virgil & Marian Williams
January 3, 1998 - Jeff & Alicia Knight
January 3, 2004 - Nick & Sarah Schluter
January 12, 1964 - Warren & Ann Wood
January 23, 1976 - Richard & Annette Crouse
January 25, 1974 - David & Darlene Schultz
January 31, 2003 - Mark & Jennifer Madsen

Happy New Year!
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1/1 – Connor Bratland
1/1 – Louise Hauck-Chinn
1/1 – Kacen Schnetzer
1/1 – Gail Smith
1/1 – Dana Thompson
1/2 – Janet Cirks
1/3 – Laura Lange
1/4 – Jasmynne Brenner
1/4 – Colton Monson
1/4 – Angela Naeve
1/4 – Jenny Willand
1/5 – Kyla Frehse
1/5 – Brooks Klinge
1/5 – Gary Miller
1/5 – Steve Reimers
1/6 – Kelly Box
1/6 – Nikita Harrison
1/6 – Nate Nostrom
1/6 – Acacia Reimers
1/6 – Alexa Reimers
1/6 – Carter Willand
1/7 – Donna R. Day
1/7 – Levi Naeve
1/8 – Liara Angstrom
1/8 – Cole Dickey
1/8 – Emily Eveland
1/8 – Keely Place
1/9 – Tyler Lane
1/9 – Sheri Martin
1/10 – Becky Vaudt

1/11 – Joyce Kaspersen
1/11 – Lori Stein
1/12 – Mark Bonnstetter
1/13 – Kathy Gonnerman
1/13 – Clara Huddleson
1/13 – Ray Knight
1/13 – Grant Kuehnast
1/13 – Jacob Nilles
1/14 – Sharon Bacon
1/14 – Stevie Blomker
1/14 – Van Hansen
1/14 – Kelly Jo Larsen
1/14 – Robert Westberg
1/15 – Joe Bohan
1/15 – Dylan Peters
1/15 – Mary Peterson
1/15 – Terry Schafer
1/16 – Inarah Sande
1/17 – Andy Manteufel
1/18 – Sheryl Clough
1/18 – Linda Schade
1/18 – Barb Selby
1/19 – Fin Mason
1/21 – Cortney Cadwallader
1/21 – Rhonda Erpelding
1/21 – Carter Knight
1/21 – Jenica Waddell
1/22 – Lane Ellrich
1/22 – Phil Monson
1/22 – JoAnn Sexe
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JANUARY BIRTHDAYS CONTINUED:
1/22 – Allison Stein
1/23 – Nancy Blair
1/23 – Pamela Hendershot
1/23 – Diane Kampen
1/23 – Dawn Parle
1/23 – Tyler Smith
1/24 – David Engman
1/24 – Alicia Knight
1/24 – Ty Schluter
1/25 – Dennis Shekey
1/26 – Trenton Christensen
1/26 – Paul Kollmorgen
1/26 – Jovi Thompson

1/26 – Neal Thompson
1/27 – Gabriel Hopp
1/27 – Noah Larson
1/27 – Jeremy Wickre
1/28 – Kerry Anderson
1/28 – Becky Ross
1/28 – Becky Westberg
1/29 – Kyle Soenen
1/29 – Catherine Stein
1/29 – LaDonna Volf
1/30 – Michelle Hankins
1/31 – Ardis Day
1/31 – Gabe Flatau
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The staff at Zion Ev. Lutheran Church
would like to wish you a very Happy New
Year!
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